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The following little work has been written with a view 
to supply what appeared to the writer to be a denderatum ; 
▼iz., a list of geographical common and proper names arranged 
in such an order as to admit of easy reference, and written in 
such a style as to be perfectly intelligible to the ordinary 
scholars of an dementary school. 

As to the utility and importance of a knowledge of geo- 
graphical nomendatnres there can be no qaestion. On this 
point, Dr. Latham, in a valuable appendix to Huohbs's 
excellent Physical Geography, has the following : — 

" (1) In the first place, tiie simple feet of a certain word 
having a certain meaning will constitute the very smallest 
part of what the student learns. It will introduce, or carry 
with it, a great many other points of knowledge^besides. 

" (2) In the second, it will do more to make a map a 
source of pleasure than can be done by any other mode of 
teaching." 

E.A. 

HUehin, Hertt, 

Dec., 1855. 
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A. 

AxRaxv. A Swiss canton, so named from the 
river Aar, which runs through it, dividing it 
into two nearly equal parts. Great attention is 
paid to education in this province, the state 
finding the funds for the payment of professors. 

Abebconway. a town situated at the mouth 
of the river Conway, in Wales ; aber meaning 
mouthy or, more properly, the confluence ofwatern^ 
whether it be of two rivers, or of a river and a 
sea. JJber is replaced in Ireland by Inoer. In 
Scotland both forms occur. 

Abebcokn^. Means the mxmth of the Corny or 
Cornie. It is remarkable as being the place 
where the wall of Antoninus was commenced. 



6 THE 6E00BAPHICAL 

Abeedeen. Sometimes called New Aberdeen, 
distmgaish it from Old Aberdeen, or Aherdch 
Tlie latter is situated at the confluence of the Dot 
with the sea. The former is so called because 
situated at the mouth of the Dee, In Kei;« 
Aberdeen is the celebrated Marischal College. 

AsESGATEiniY. Famous for the extensive iron- 
works in its yicinity. It stands at the moutl 
of the Gaivenny. 

Abebnetht. a small place at the mouth oj 
the Nethy. It was formerly the capital oj 
a Pictish nation. 

Abeasion. This is a term applied to the ruh- 
Jnng off of portions of the earth's crust ; as thai 
occasioned by water constantly infringing a- 
gainst some solid body, as a rock, or any othei 
substance. Glaciers very powerfully abrade. 
The word comes from the Latin ab,:=:io,+radOj 
=to scrape, or to shave. 

Abyssutia. a term given to a country of Africa 
by the Arabs, meaning mixed people ; for they 
supposed its people not to be oipure Arab blood. 
The Abyssinians themselves know their own 
country by the name of Ghez, or Miopia. 

AcHAiA. "Was the northern portion of the Pelo- 
ponnesus, and was first known as "u^ialua,** 
which referred to its maritime position. 

Aonn. Island. The word Achil was given to 
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this island on acconnt of the number of eagles 
which aboimd in it, aehil meaning eagle. 

Acton. In Middlesex ; from the Anglo-Saxon ae, 
=um oak,'\-ton,:=a town, 

AcELDAicA. Afield juBt outside Jerusalem, signi- 
fying the field of hlood. It was so called because 
it was bought with the thirty pieces of silver 
for which our Saviour was betrayed. It was 
called also the *^ Potter' a Fields ^ from the fact 
of its earth being made into earthenware. The 
^^FuMer^a Meld** was another designation by 
which it was known, from the inhabitants dry- 
ing their clothes there. 

Adbianople. Signifies the cifi/ of Adrian, from 
the Greek pdlt8^=a city. It is a considerable 
commercial city of European Turkey. 

.^Inabia. Applied to a volcanic island at the 
entrance of the Bay of Naples, either from the 
number of its mines of copper, or from the sup- 
position that .Mmo^s Beet landed there. 

-^EoLiA. In Asia Minor. It received its name 
from the .^hlia/nsy who settled there ; or from 
Mishah, the son of Javin, whose father was 
Japheth. 

-3Eg^um Mare. The Grecian Archipelago, or the 
"Archipelago " properly so called ; it is a term, 
however, properly applied to the islands with 
which the sea is studded, rather than to the sea 
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itself. The origin of the word, which is very 
doubtful, is by some derived from a Greek word 
which=^(Mr^, the islands appearing, at a dis- 
tance, like those animals. Others derive the 
word from JEgem, father of Theseus ; or from 
JElga, queen of the Amazons (a nation of fe- 
msde warriors), both of whom are said to have 
perished there. 

^LAjyiTicus Sinus. The name by which the 
easternmost of the two heads of the Bed sea (or 
Mwre Ruhiura) was called, from JSlana, a town 
that stood on its shores. 

^Ethiopia.. A large tract of country to the south 
of Egypt. The term ^^Mthwp» " was used by 
tiie Greeks to denote any thing which had been 
rendered hlach by great hea^. We call the 
country Negro-landy or Nigritiay and the people, 
Negroes, for the same reason. 

Africa. A name originally restricted by the Ko- 
mans to a small district round Carthage. It 
afterwards indicated the country also known as 
Lybia, of which hitherto it had only formed a 
part. 

Apohanistak. From the Persian word 8tany-=La 
eountry ; thus meaning the country of the Af- 
gham. The Afghans claim to be descended 
from a son of Saul, king of Israel. 

Atelxtiint. a term applied to one stream which 
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flows directly into another stream. It comes 
jfrom the Latin ad,=^to,+Jho,=ito flow. An 
affluent is not; in reaHty, identical with a 
TBiBXTTABY, the foimor being the more specific 
of the two. 

AoATCH Degkis. Means the Sea of Trees, and is 
the local name given to a vast forest region in 
Asia Minor; which consists of noble examples 
of the oak, beech; poplar, larch, ash, and elm, 
from which the Turkish navy is recruited. 
The dimensions of this immense forest are 120 
miles by 40 miles. 

Agbtdagh. This word means Finger Mountains, 
and is applied, from its shape, to the greatest 
of the two peaks of the ''Mountains of Ararat," 
as they are called in Scripture. The Turks, 
Armenians, and Persians (not perhaps erro- 
neously) suppose that Agridagh is the peak on 
which the ark rested when the waters of the 
deluge retired. The highest point of Agridagh 
is 17,210 feet above the level of the sea. 

Agttas Calietes. 8ignifles hot springs. It is one 
of the principal towns of Mexico, and has a 
population of about 20,000. It is an exceed- 
ingly well-built town, and has considerable 
commerce. 

Agxtlhas. The name of the most southerly cape 
of AMca, being 34'' 45V80uth latitude. J.gul'. 
has^=needUs. 
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Alexaitdeb (in Babylonia). A city on the banks 
of the Euphrates, named after its founder 
Alexander the Great. It was afterwards called 
Hira. 

Alexaitdbxa (in Egypt). A city, and in after 
times, the metropolis, of Egypt, bnilt by Alex-- 
ander the Great, B. C, 232. Alexandria rose 
to eminence from two causes : — (Ist.) from the 
Ptolemies choosing it as their place of residence; 
and (2nd.) from the merchants of the neigh- 
bouring Canopus being compelled to remove 
there, thus making it a great emporium for 
merchandise. 

Aland. A cluster of islands in the Baltic near 
the entrance of theGulfs of Bothnia andPinland. 
It has the same meaning as Zealand; yiz., eea- 
land, or water-land, 

Algiebs. On the coast of Algeria ; and derived 
its name (an altered form of AlJe%irah,=ithe 
UlandJ, from an island in the harbour, but 
which is now a peninsular, having been con- 
nected with the mainland by a mole. The city 
of Algiers has been very much improved by 
the Erench, to whom it has belonged since 1830. 
It was formerly noted for its pirates. Algeria, 
of which Algiers is the capital, is called by the 
Arabs, Moghreb-el-Ansat,=-the middle west. 

Ax Jezibas. Means, as has just been stated, the 
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island, in allusion to the position of the district 
between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates. By 
the Greeks it was denominated Mesopotamia^ 
from m^sos:=middle,+pdtamos,=^a river; thus 
meaning, between the rivers. It was called by 
the Hebrews, Aram Naha-raim; Aram j^=i Syria, 
•^-Nahorraimy-^ibetween the rivers. The rivers 
Tigris and Euphrates were by the ancients 
spoken of pre-eminently as **The River sJ^ The 
Bomans always considered Al Jezirah merely as 
a portion of Syria. 

Ai^AHABAD. The chief town of the government 
of Agra, and is derived from Allahy^=God,+ 
abad,=an abode, or dwelling. Its literal mean- 
ing is precisely that of Bethel with the He- 
brews. Allahabad is situated at the confluence 
of the rivers Ganges and Jumna, and is reckoned 
peculiarly holy by the Hindoos. 

Alemtejo. The name of one of the provinces of 
Portugal; given in reference to its position. 
It signifies the south of the Tego, or Tagus. 

Aloabve. Also a Portuguese province, meaning 
the west : it comes from the Arabic, el gharb. 
Algarve is famous for its wines. 

Altai. A range of mountains in Asia, some sum- 
mits of which are elevated 10,000 feet above 
the sea-level. They are called by the Mongols, 
Alta'iin'Oola,=-golden mountains. Altai probably 
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comes from Al,=^ihe Turkish word for iKe,+ 
Taffh,=a mountain, 

Alps. The root of this word appears to be the 
Greek alpho9,:=white ; whence the Latin alhus. 
The term was, in the first place, given to any- 
mountain of such an elevation whose top was 
covered with snow; it afterwards became re- 
stricted to " The Alps," properly so called, the 
highest European mountains. Mount Bkme, 
(French), =t(7M« mountain. Ifevada,=^8notcy, 
and comes from the Latin word niXf=:8now. A. 
high hiU in the county of Mayo is still called 
Slieve-Alp, or t?ie high mountain. 8liebh,'=z 
mountain, and is equivalent to Ben in Scotland. 

AxTOBF. Li Switzerland ; it is derived from the 
Anglo-Saxon al,^=old,+ thorp, =za village. It 
contains the statue of William Tell. 

[Compare our words Altharpe, Thorpe, jrc.'\ 

Amphipolis. a large city in Thrace, now called 
Jenikevi, from the Greek enn^a,=^nine,-\'hodoi^ 
r=^wayB, because standing on a place where nine 
ways met Amphipolis is derived from the 
Greek amphi,=::surrounded,+pdlis,:=a city; or 
the city surrounded. The possession of Amphi- 
polis led to much contention between the 
Thracians and Athenians, and between the 
latter people and the Spartans. 

Ahsiebdah. The capital of Holland. It:;=:the 
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town on the river Amatel, ^'Dam,'' is jfre- 
quently met with in the termination of Dutch 
topographical names, as Eotterdam, &c. : this 
e2:plains to ns the> way in which such places 
were built, viz., by the surrounding water 
being dammed out. 

Amazon. The name of the largest river but one 
(the Mississipi-Missouri) in the world. The 
native Indians call it " 27ie Great Ewer" By 
some it is said to have been named the Amazon, 
from a tribe of warlike women found on its 
shores by the early discoverers, in reference to 
the ancient fable of the Amazons, female war- 
riors, who are reported to have managed the 
affairs of the state, and to have performed the 
duties usually intrusted to men, while the men 
among them were kept to the performance of 
the usual female employments. The Spaniards 
often designate the River Amazon as the Orel- 
lana, from the first European, Francis Orellana, 
who sailed down it from Quito, in a. d., 1639. 

Amebica. Named after a Florentine, Ve&p, Amer- 
ioanue, who, though America was discovered 
by Columbus, published the first account of it 
on his return to Europe, after having visited 
South America. The great merit is, however, 
due to Christopher Columbus, a native of Genoa, 
who sailed across the Atlantic in the service of 
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Perdinand and Isabella, of Spain. The flrsi 
land in America that he and his crew (consist- 
ing of three vessels and 120 men) landed on, 
was that since known as the island of San 
Salvador, or St Saviour. America is often 
called the ^^ New World ^^ on account of its 
more recent discovery to Europeans. 

Ajtaphe. The name of one of the Sporades, which 
was derived from the Greek anaphaino, because 
the Argonauts are said to have there seen the 
new moon appear, 

Anastajsiopoiis. Another name for Dara, in 
Mesopotamia, given by the Eomans in conse- 
quence of the fortification built there by them 
under Jnaslasius. 

Antgeopolis. a city in Upper Egypt, named 
after Antacm, who was made governor of the 
possessions of Osiris in Lybia and Ethiopia, and 
whom Hercules destroyed. 

Antipodes Island. An island near I^ew Zealand, 
discovered in the year 1800, by Captain Pen- 
dleton, and so named from being the nearest 
known land to the antipodes ^anti+pousj of 
Greenwich. It is situated in 49® 40' S. Lat., 
177° 20' E. Long. 

Antilles. The Antilles include some of the 

largest of the West India Islands. The term 

Isf probably derived frovci Ante Ilai^zz^Forward 
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Islands; it is, according to this etymology of 
the wordy an appropriate appellation, as these 
islands lie easiwardf and consequently, in front 
of many of the others. Among the Antilles 
may be mentioned Porto Eico^ Haiti, Cuba, 
Jamaica, &c. 

Annapolis. The chief town of Maryland, in the 
United States ; and so named in honor of our 
Queen Ann. 

Andes. The Andes Mountains, in South America, 
are so called on account of their metalliferous 
wealth ; from the word anta,=:eopper and metal 
in general. Volcanoes are very numerous in 
various portions of the range. 

Antioob. a name applied to several cities built 
generally by some of the kings named Antio^ 
ehiM. The most important of all the Antiochs 
was the Antioch of Syria^ which stood on the 
left bank of the Orontes. It was built by 
Seleucus Nicanor, in honor of his father AnitO' 
chu8. Antioch of Syria was considered the 
third city in the world for beauty and magnifi- 
cence ; and was the birth-place of St. Luke and 
Theophilus. Here, also, the disciples of our 
Saviour were first called Chnstians. Antioch 
in Fisidia was founded by a colony from Mag- 
nesia, imder the auspices of Antiochua, 

Anatolia. This, with JLnodoU, \& ^'^i Tas^^sss^ 
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name of Asia Mmor, and signifies east, being 
perfectly identical^ in meaning, with the French 
word Levakt. 

Antwerp. A Flemish word signifying at the 
fpharf, and given in consequence of there haying 
been, from the remotest antiquity, a tpharf at 
which to unload ships. Its cathedral has the 
highest tower in Europe. 

Aka. a contraction of the word anatomising^; 
and is placed before branch, thus, ana-branch. 
It implies that affcer a branch has diverged from 
a river, it subsequently joins it again. Exam- 
ples occur most frequently in low alluvial dis- 
tricts. They are very seldom navigable. 

Akqlssea. Signifies the tslavut of the Angles, or 
JEnglish, who came possessed of this island in 
the reign of Edward I., when he conquered 
Wales. Ea, or ey, in the Anglo-Saxon,^ 
island, or land near water. The root is supposed 
to be the Latin aqua, whence the French words 
eaux, Ouse, Sfc. 

AiTTABCTic. F^m the Qreek word anti,=oppo' 
site,+arktos,=u$ bear. 

Afuxia. In ancient Italy. It derived its name 
from Apulus, a former kiug of the country; 
and was fitmous for its wool. In more remote 
times, this, with some other districts, was 
known by the name of Iaptgia. Apulia is now 
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called Fuglia, which evidently hears traces of 
its ancient name. 

Aprn FoKUM. Means the Forum, or market-place, 
of Appim Clatcdius, by whom it was built. It 
was distant about fifty miles from Eome. 

Arabia. The word Arab implies, in Hebrew, to 
mix, or mingle, and was given to the inhabitants 
of Arabia because they were a mixed people, 
consisting of Amalalrites, Ishmaelites, Madian- 
ites, and Cushites. Arabia is the Cmk of the 
Bible, which, in our translation, is rendered 
JBthiopia. This must be taken as the Asiatic, 
and not as the AMcan, Ethiopia. 

Arabia Fsldc. The south-eastern part of the 
peninsula of Arabia, and was so called, perhaps, 
on account of the perfumes which it yielded, 
and of the spices which were imported into it 
from India. The surrounding nations very er- 
roneously supposed that these spices were the 
production of Arabia the Mappy, a title which 
is therefore a very questionable one. 

Archipelago. A term misapplied to the islands 
in the ^gean sea. It is derived frt>m the 
Greek arohos,=chief,+pelaffos,=sea, and was 
so named by the Greeks. From this the term 
has been bestowed upon any group of islands ; 
as the Eastern Archipelago, &c. 

Arranhore. The largest of three islands at the 
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entrance of the bay of Galway, on the western 
coast of Ireland. It comes from morey which= 
hig, in allusion to its being the largest of the 
islands of which it forms one. 

Akctic. Prom the Greek arkto8,'=a hear: the 
circle around the North Pole. 

ABMAGOEnnoN. Is referred to in Eey. xyi. 16, 
and is, by some, thought to mean Mount Me- 
giddoy situated at the foot of Mount Carmel. 

ABiMATHiSi.. Probably the same place with 
Mamaf or Eamatha, whicli^=heighL Arimathaea 
stood between Joppa and Lydda, and was, as 
will be remembered, the place where Joseph, 
who begged the body of our Saviour, resided. 

Abeopagus. Prom the Greek words fareios pagusj 
signifying the hill of Mars y which was a small 
eminence, standing in the heart of the city of 
Athens, and so named, perhaps, from MarSy who 
is reported to have been there tried for the 
murder of a son of I^eptune. Mars hill con- 
tained the chief court of judicature, from which 
circumstance, its members were termed Areo^ 
pagita» 

AseENTiNE Bepttblic. Another name for the 
states of Za Plata, which is so called fr*om the 
Rio de la Flata,^=ithe river of silver. The word 
Argentine has the same meaning with Za Plata, 
being derived from the Latin argentum,=i 
silver. 
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Abm. An arm of the sea is a narrow indentation 
of the coast-line which admits the sea. 

Abdagh. Comes firom the Celtic ard,=:hi^h,+ 
agh (from ac?Mdh),=zaJield, 

Abukdel. a town in Sussex, containing a beau- 
tiful castle a mile in circuit. Its name refers 
to its situation in the del, dale, or vale, of the 
river Artm, on which river the town stands. 
Del comes from the Danish dal, or the German 
thai, both of which=a vale or valley, 

Abgouctis Snnrs. A gulf of the Peloponnesus, 
now called the GtUf of ITauplia, The former 
appellation obtained from the indentation of 
coast-line extending into the heart of Argblie ; 
the latter from Napoli di JRomanta, the ancient 
Kauplia. 

AsTBABAD. Astrabad signifies the {ahad,-=i) abode 
or dwelling on the Aster ^^he river (in Persia) 
on which it stands. 

Attica. The most celebrated division of ancient 
Greece. Attica has had two et3rmologies ad- 
vanced for its explanation: — (1.) some affirm 
that it comes from Atthia, daughter of Cranaus, 
one of the first kings of Attica ; and others, (2.) 
that it was so called in allusion to its maritime 
position. Prior to its receiving this name, 
Attica was called Mbpsopia, from Mopaus, one 
of its kings. It was also known as Ceoropia, 
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that is, the kingdom of Ceerqps, who was an- 
other of its early kings. 

Atias. The name applied to the range of heights 
extending from the shores of the Atlantic 
Ocean on the west, to Cape Bon on the east. It 
is said hy the ancient poets to have derived its 
name from Atlas, one of the Titans, and a 
wealthy king of Manretania (now Morocco), 
who was compelled by Jupiter to support the 
heavens on his shoulders. 

AxLAinTo OcEAK. So named frx)m the Atlas 
Mountains. 

Atheibis. a town on the eastern arm of the 
Nile. Athribis came from two words {ath,+ 
rih), signifying the heart of a pear ; because the 
Delta was, by the ancients, compared in shape 
to this fruit. 

AttalIa. a sea-port town of Pamphylia, in Asia 
Minor, founded by Attalus, one of the kings of 
Pergamos. 

Atolls. The Indian name for lagoon islands; 
those erections of the zoophytes so constantly 
seen in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. They 
are circular reefs of coral formation emerging 
from the ocean and enclosing a Lagoon. 

AvEKNirs. A lake of Campania, known also as 
Avema, and Aomos. It is said to have ob- 
tained its name frx)m the unwholesomeness of 
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its waters, the exhalations of which proved 
fatal to hirda flying over them. The word is 
derived from the Greek tf,=«o^,+orm»,=a 
lird. All stagnant lakes, the waters of which 
are offensive, have hence heen termed Avemi. 

AvALANCEGBS. The descent of vast masses of snow 
down the sides of mountains, &c. They are 
called lavan^es also, from the French. In Nor- 
way, they are denominated anee-fond. Avalan- 
ches are of four kinds :— (1.) dnfty (2.) sliding, 
(3.) creeping, and (4.) iife avalanches. 

ArsTBAL. A cluster of islands to the south of the 
Society Islands. 

Avon. A name given to various rivers in Great 
Britain. It is a Celtic word, signifying a rwer; 
and this explains why we have so many streams 
thus named. In England and Scotland there 
are no fewer than nine rivers of this appella- 
tion, being distinguished from each other, how- 
ever, by some specific term. For instance, 
that on which Bristol stands, is called the 
Bristol Avon ; similarly, the Avon that runs by 
SalishuTf/, is distinguished as the Salisbury 
Avon, and so on. 

ArsTBALiA Felix. A part of Australia which is 
reckoned to be one of the most fertile of the 
colony. It is often called Port Philip; but this 
has, properly speaking, a more limited appli- 
cation. 
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AusiEAXLL. The southern land, firom the Latin 
Atistralis=i South. Australasia, or SouthemAsia, 
is a term of larger signification, as it refers also 
to the numerous islands scattered about the 
Pacific and Indian Oceans to the south of Asia. 

AusTELi. In German it is called " Oesterreieh,** 
:=ihe eastern kingdom, so named in reference to 
the Emperor Charlemagne's dominions, of 
"which Austria occupied the easternmost portion. 

AxHOLME, Isle of. Prom the Anglo-Saxon holm, 
=a river island ; a very appropriate^ name for 
the district to which it is applied. The Isle of 
Axholme is a tract of land, situated in Lincoln- 
shire, and surrounded by the waters of the 
river Trent, the ancient course of the Ouse, and 
the adjacent streams : hence its name. 

Ay». a town in Scotland, situated on the river 
Ayr. Two miles to the south of Ayr is the 
cottage in which the poet, Eobert Bums, was 
bom. 

AzEBBLrAir. One of the divisions of Persia, meaning 
the land or country of fire, in allusion, most 
likely, to its having been the seat of the^^- 
worshi^ers. 

AzoBES. A cluster of nine islands in the Atiantic 
Ocean, discovered by Vandenberg, a merchant, 
in 1439. They were named the Azores by their 
earljr explorera, because they abounded in 
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hawks; agar being the Portuguese word for hawi. 
These islands are said to be wholly exempt 
£rom any poisonous animal or reptile. 



B. 

Bank. The name given to the confines of a riyer^ 
in the same way that ''shore" implies the 
coast-line of the sea. The two banks of a 
river are called ri^ht and lefi as they would be 
to a person descending from iU Bource to iU 
tnotdh. When applied to such as a heap of any 
deposit collected under water, the word bank 
has another signification : we say, for example, 
sand-bank, mud-bank, &c., as the case may be. 

Babbieb Beefs. These are coral constructions, 
extending in a straight direction in front of the 
shores of a large mass of land. 

Bay. a term often used synonymously with ^f; 
a distinction should, however, be observed, as 
the former implies an indentation of the coast- 
Hue more of a semi-circular form than does a 
gulf; the sea in the bay is, moreover, generally 
shallower than in a gulf. 

Basin, By a basin is meant a qoU&^^^xl ^'L ^^s^- 
cave 2>ortions of the eax13[i^tk «i<QLxS»i!^ ^ssJ^s^*^*^ 
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BEDS of rivers, the waters of all of which fall 
into a common receptacle, whether it be another 
river, a lake, or an inland sea. Basin comes 
from the French hasstn, which means a howl or 
hasin. The boundary between different basins, 
or systems of rivers, is called a watebshed. 
When the common receptacle of rivers is an- 
other river, the portion of country drained by 
this receptacle and its several branches is termed 
a, fluvial basin, from the lAtinfluviumy^^a river, 

Baltic. This sea is probably so called from 
JBaltia, a name by which Scandinavia was not 
Tinfrequently known by the ancients. 

Baijbaeic Isles. Some islands in the Mediter- 
ranean in the possession of Spain, the principal 
of which are Majorca, Minorca, and Ivi^a. 
Balearic is derived from the Greek hallein,=ito 
throw, because, in addition to being great pirates, 
the inhabitants of these islands were reckoned 
famous for their skill as archers and slingera. 
The Baleares were also designated Oymnesine, 
from the Greek gumno8,=znaked ; as the people 
went naked in the summer months. 

Baebaby. So called from the Berbers, a name 
bestowed upon the inhabitants by the Arabs, 
prior to its conquest by the Saracens. 

Bala QKA.VT,:=above the passes, or central table- 
l«md. Ghaut, another form of our word ffoie^ 
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(with wliich it is cognate), and of the Sanscrit 
gati, signifies a way or paaa. 

Bahb Lxjt. The Arabic name for the Dead Sea, 
signifying the Sea of Lot. 

Bani-el-dunieh. The native name for the table- 
land of Pamir, in Asia ; meaning the roof of the 
world. Its height is 15,600 feet. 

Bass's Strait. The channel between Yan Die- 
man's Land, or Tasmania, and Australia; it 
received its name from Bass, a navigator, who 
ascertained its existence as a atrait, 

BAB-EL-MAin)E6. The straits at the entrance of 
the Bed Sea, so called in consequence of the 
numerous maritime misfortunes that took place 
there in former times. Bah-eUMandeh, — the 
gate of tears, or the gate of death. These straits 
are only fourteen miles across. 

Baden. A town of Lower Austria, famous for 
its hot hatha. Baden comes from the German 
had,=^a hath, and answers to our Bath, in 
Somersetshire. 

Baikal. An important lalse in Siberia, abounding 
in fish. Its waters are exceedingly clear. 
^a^^^,=the rich lake; from hat,^=rioh+kal,:=z 
lalse, 

Bahabi. Another name for Lower Egypt, or 
that part of Egypt bordering on the aea; Bahari, 
meaning the maritime province, from the Arabio 
hahr,=^the sea. 
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Bahs-el-Azbek. Signifies the blue river, and :{^ 
one of the sources of the Nile. The oth< 
source, the Bahr-el-Ahtad, signifies the wh^^^ 
river, owing its name to the circumstance of i-fc^ 
haying a great quantity of clayey soil to traverse, 
which gives to it a tckite appearance. 

Baitdon. a town in the county of Cork, in Ire- 
land, standing on the river Bandon : hence its 
name. Tormerly it had very large manufactures 
of woollens ; but these have of late consider- 
ably fallen off. 

Babdsey. An island off the western extremity 
of Caernarvonshire. It means the island of the 
Bards ; from the A. S. ey,-=-an island. 

Bend. This term is given to that part of a river 
which has a sudden change in its course or 

^ direction ; as the Loire, at Orleans ; and the 
Danube, at Waitzen. Bei%d is often replaced 
by Elbow. 

Beach. A word synonymous with strand. The 
name is applied to any portion of coast that is 
alternately covered and unenveloped by the sea. 
A beach is, according to the nature of its com- 
position, sandy, muddy ^ &c. 

Bed. The hed of a river is that part which 
contains the stream; that of a lake is that 
portion of the concave surface of the land 
which is included by the edge or margin of the 
water. 
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Bec-du-Raz. a cape in Brittany, a province in 
the north-west of Prance, meaning the beak or 
point of Ra%. 

Bebg. Derived from the Anglo-Saxon heor^,=. 
a hiU, or, more properly, a fortified hill. Its 
signification has heen limited, however, by some 
who have applied it to the higher portions of 
existing or former water-courses, or lakes, &c. 
When berg is met with in the composition of 
topographical names, it implies that these towns 
were built wholly, or, at least, in part, on a 
hill or eminence, or in the immediate vicinity 
of such. 

Bethel. The literal meaning of Bethel^=ho%tse 
of God. This name it received from Jacob, 
who had his vision of the ladder there, on his 
journey from Beersheba to Haran. He so named 
it in commemoration of this vision. 

Beiab-el-cTebid. Signifies the land of dates, and 
is applied to a tract of country in Northern 
Africa, which, were it not for the date palms 
which protect it from the excessive heat of the 
sun, and exposed, as it is, to the hot southern 
winds, would be a desert. 

Bethababa. a small village beyond the river 
Jordan, meaning the hoii^e of pasaage, situated 
near the common ford of that river. Here it 
was that John baptized. (John i. 28.) 
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Bethany. Means the house of song, or affltcttT^^^, 
There were two places in the Holy Land of this 
name : one situated at the foot of the Mount of 
Olives, and about fifteen furlongs to the east of 
Jerusalem; and the other, a small village on 
the east of Jordan, supposed by some critics to 
be the same with Bethabara. At the former of 
these Martha and Mary dwelt, as also did 
Simon the Leper, at whose house our Saviour 
was anointed. It was from near this place, too, 
that Christ ascended into heaven. 

Bethesda. The celebrated pool situated near to 
the sheep-market at Jerusalem. £ethesda,=z 
the house of mercy, 

Bethlehem. The house of bread. There were 
two cities in Palestine known by this name; 
and in order to distinguish the one from the 
other, one, — ^the most important of the two, — 
was denominated "Bethlehem Ephratah," 
which was situated six miles to the south of 
Jerusalem, and renowned as the birth-place of 
our LoBD and Saviouk Jestts Cheist. 

Bethphage. Implies the house of figs, from that 
fruit having been cultivated in its neighbour- 
hood. It was situated about the foot of the 
Mount of Olives. 

Bethsaida. The name (which=the house of 
fruit J of two towns in Palestine, on either side 
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the Lake of Tiberias. Both were subsequently 
enlarged and beautified by Philip, the tetrarch, 
who named them "c7w/»a," and "cTw^W," in 
honor of the daughter of, and the emperor, 
Augustus. 

BEDroKD. Formerly written Bedicanfardy from 
the Anglo-Saxon hedicianf^=io fortify ,+ ford, 
from farauy-^to go. It thus signifies the ford 
sittuited in proximity to the fortress, 

Ben Macdhiji. Ben=ia mountain, Ben Mood- 
hui-=hlack ewine mountain: ^^-AvoN=:the 
river-mountain (the Avon, a tributary of the 
Spey, has its source in this mountain J : Ben 
More=ihe great mountain, from Mor,=^great : 
Ben Lomond=ibare mountain, lorn signifying 
hare, or naked: Ben I)earg-=red mountain 
(dearg-=red), Sfc. : Ben, like Ben, is derived 
from the Celtic, heann. Fennigent, in England 
(for Pen-y-gwyntJ,'=-\hQ wind mountain, from 
gwynt, which is from the Latin ventu8,-=the 
wind. 

Belgitjk. a name obtained from the ancient in- 
habitants of the country, the Belgm. By the 
Bomans it was called Qalliea Belgica. The 
Belgae were one of the three nations into which 
Caesar divided the inhabitants of Gaul, or 
France ; hence its name as Qalliea Belgica. 

Belleisle. An island off the coast of Brittany, 
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in France. Belleislerr. the lecmtiful island, 
contains some fertile plains. 

Beloochistan. The land or country of 
Beloochees, 

Beled-el-Sotjdan. The name, in full, of SotM^ 
or Nigritia, in Africa. It means, like Nigri 
the country of the Negroes, 

Behmitdas. a cluster of islands (between three 
and four hundred in number) in the Atlantic, 
named after their discoverer, Bermuda%, Ano- 
ther name by which they are known is Som- 
meri Islands, from the circumstance of Sir G, 
Sommers having been shipwrecked there. 

Bekwick-on-Tweed. Two etymologies have been 
advanced for the explanation of Berwick. One 
is that which deduces it from Aherwick,z=the 
town at the mouth of the river (Tweed); aher 
signifying a mouth,-\-wic,'==a dwelling. Boswell 
supposes it to mean the town (=wt<?) of the 
Bernicians, the ancient inhabitants who peopled 
that part of Northumbria. Its name, in full, 
was Berniciorum Vicus, 

Bekkshike. This -should be written Barkshire, 
or, at least, pronoimced so. as it means ha/re- 
oak'shire; or the shibb, or county, in part of 
which (viz., Windsor Forest) meetings were 
held at a ha^re or polled oak. 

BiFUMCA.Tion» From the Latin 6t,^=<too,-V/w'<5«, 
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:=aforJc, The hifmeation of a river is where 

it diverges into two distinct branches^ like a 

fork. A ^'furcation very rarely occurs. 
Bight. A term exactly synonymous with 5«y, of 

which it is, in fact, merely another form. 

*' Bights*^ are met with on the western coast of 

Africa. 
Black FoEEST. In Germany; and so called ^(w» 

its appearance. The Germans call it Schwartz 

Wdld,=zBlack Foreat It contains the source of 

the Danube. 
BiAGODAT. A remarkable mountain in Bussia, 

consisting wholly of magnetic iron ore. In the 

Buss language, Blagodat,^=a blessing. 
Blanc, Mount. The French hlanc^^white : its 

top is always covered with snow. 
Blanco. The name of a cape on the west coast of 

Africa ; signifying the white cape. 
Bog. This word, from the Celtic, is synonymous 

with the Teutonic word swamp. Other words 

having the same general meaning with hog and 

swampf are fen, morass, marsh, and quagmire. 

A bog abounds in holes, and wiU not, in general, 

support the weight of a man. 
BoBDEB. A term applied to the margin of a river 

or lake. 
BoBE. The Indian name g^^ea. \r> ^ ^«m^ *^sisi^ 

iwm firaa five to fifteen, ot tsvot^ A«*^*^ ^afew^^ "^^^ 
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BnrfiEU^e of the river. In France it is called a 
mascaret; in the Amazon, or Maranon, this 
phenomenon is termed a roUer; and at the 
mouth of the Tigris and Euphrates, it is known 
as a 3tfr. A hare occurs only at Spring tides, 
and in certain riv^^ 

BospHOBTJS. Two narrow straits in Europe, one 
of which is distinguished as the Cmmenan, the 
other as the Thracian Bosphorus, or Bosporus. 
Boaphorus is derived from two Greek words, 
h(yu8y — hull, OT oXf+pdro8,^=a passage ::=ihe huU 
passage, because it is presumed that a huU can 
swim across it. The Thracian Bosphorus is now 
called the Straits of Constantinople; the Cim- 
merian, the Straits of Caffa, 

BcEOTiA. A country of Greece, to the north-west 
of Attica. It was one of the most populated 
portions of Greece. The name was derived 
from hom,:=an ox, in consequence of Cadmus, it 
is reported, having been led by an ox to the spot 
where he built his city ; or else it was thus de- 
signated from B(Botus, the son of Itonus. 

Botany Bay. In I^ew Holland : this denomina- 
tion was put upon it by Captain Cook, its first 
visitor (a. d. 1770), probably on account of the 
variety of new plants discovered there by the na- 
turalists of tho expedition. 

Bombay. Tho chief town of the presidency of the 
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same name. It stands on the small island of 
Salsette^ and takes its name from the Portuguese 
homf ^=zgood, + hahia, •=hxrhovr, 

BoHMEB Wau). The name bestowed, liy the 
Germans, upon a range of mountains bounding 
Bohemia on the south-west. Bohner Wald=: 
Bohemian Forest, 

BojADOB. A cape on the north coast of Africa. 
Bojad(n"=round. 

BoLiTiA. So named in honor of Bolivar^ ** libera- 
tor of Peru." Bolivia is another name for 
Upper Peru. 

BocGA DE I^AYOis. The moat namigMe of the 
mouths of the river Orinoco. It means the 
ahip^s mouth. 

B&iNCH. A term often, but most incorrectly, 
given to small streams that flow into other 
streams, which are, in reality, affluents. Strictly 
speaking, the word branch is only applicable to 
diverpents, and not eon/oergents. When moun- 
tains diverge firom the general range, the term 
is reconcilable. 

Bbeixsbs. When any objects, such as rocks, 
banks, or the like, impede the free action of the 
water, so as to cause them to foam, they form 
what are termed hreaJcers. Often, although the 
breaking and foaming of the "w^i^x \si«:^ t^\,\5^ 
great, the experienced sqaIox <»xi ^<5X««X»^^ «ssr 
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istence of rocks and shoals by the appear 
of a certain ripple. 

BsnnE. A denomination applicable to the edg^, 
a river or lake. When the bank is of a ^o^^ 
nature, the brink is the line formed by 
meeting of the water and the land : when ^^' 
land is steep and precipitous, the extreme upper 
edge is styled the brink. 

Bboadlaw. In Scotland, a peak 2,700 feet high. 
It comes from the Anglo-Saxon hleaw,^=& coni^ 
eal mount, or grad^ly rising ground; and 
means the broad height, 

Bbussels. The capital of Belgium, on the Senne, 
a tributary of the Scheldt. Brussels is derived 
from the flemish hreecJcsel, which means a 
marsh: because Brussels was built round a 
chapel on an island surroimded by the Sonne, 
which was only a marsh* 

Bbitoes. a city of Belgium, famous for having 
been, in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, 
the great central emporium of the world for 
commerce, and the birth-place, at that period, 
of several persons of distinguished literary note. 
In the flemish, Bruges^=Bruggen,=hridges, the 
canal having, at a very early date, been crossed 
by bridges, 

Bbazil. So called from the wood of that name 
produced there, wMch was of a red o^W \ lk««a 
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being a Portuguese word, signifying turning 
coal. The honor of having discovered this 
country (in 1500) is contested between Pedro 
Alvaraz Cabral, and Martin Behem. The first- 
mentioned traveller gave to Brazil the name of 
Tierra d$ Santa Cru%,=^the land of the holy 
cross, 

B£AJ)6T7BN. From the A. S. hrady z=broad, + hums, 
=a stream. Bourn meant a boundary, because 
iurtM or streams formed natural hotmdaries be- 
tween parishes, &c. 

BoTHWELL. A village in Lanarkshire, containing 
the remains of Bothwell castle. Bothwell=: 
the abode near the water (of the Clyde); botl, or 
^o^^,=:the A. S. for abode, 

BsiDPOBT. A sea-port town in Dorsetshire, on the 
river Brit, It carries on an extejosive trade 
with other nations. 

BuEKos Atbes. The capital of Bio de la Plata, in 
South America. Buenos Ayres^good air, be- 
cause the Spaniards, by whom it was thus named, 
supposed its air to be very salubrious. 

BircxiKeHAMSHiBE, or Beechinghamshire : from 
the Anglo-Saxon boc,:=a beech tree,+ham,^:z 
Ao»»tf;=the home among the beech trees. These 
trees are very numerous about Buchingham. 

Btteton-on-Tkent. Prom t\ie k.^. \ywvAv=-^ 
stream,+ionf=:a town. Burton-<yiv-Tir«?iftA.>^^i«^'s^' 
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fore, fligiiifies the town on the river Trent. It is 
famed for its excellent ale. 

Btbsa. a citadel and city of Carthage, in North 
AMca. Byrstt is probably derived from a Panic 
word hcuray which=a fortress or fortifieatwn ; 
or it may come from the Greek bursa f-=a hide. 
The former is the most probable origin of the 
word. 

Btzaktiuk. a famous city of the ancients, on the 
Thracian Bosphoros, (now the channel of Con- 
stantinople). Bymntium was founded by a 
colony from Me^ra, a city of Gh:«ece, to the 
north of Athens, imder Byios their prince and 
leader, b. c. 658. 



C. 



Cape. From the Latin caput^^a head, A cape 
is a piece of low ground stretching out into the 
sea. When the projecting land is elevated, and 
ends iBomewhat abruptly in the ocean, it is, 
properly speaking, a promontory , or headland. 

Cabmaitia. This was a country of Asia, in the 

vicinity of Persia, said to have been so called 

from carma, a word signying, in the language 

of the country, a vine, because it was partiou- 

Jarljr &mouB for the production, oi Vlli\Bi ^^^aool^ 
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Its capital, Camuam, is now called Kerman, 
evidently possessing traces of the former name. 

Cafpadooia. In Asia Minor, a country named 
after the riyer Cappadox, a tributary of the 
Halys. 

CiESASEA AD ABGJBtTM. The chief city of Samaria, 
formerly called Turris StrtUonis, ^zStrato's Tower. 
It received the name of Casarea adArgaum from 
Tiberius, in honor of Augustus C<Bsar. Another 
name imposed upon it was Eusebia, Ccssarea 
has to this day preserved its name imder the 
form of Kaisaireh. It was situated at the foot 
of Mount Argaeus. 

Cjesaeea Pttttjppi. a town near the rise of the 
Jordan, almost entirely rebuilt by Philip the 
Tetrarch, by whom it was designated Casarea 
in honor of Tiberius, and Philippi, after himself, 
to distinguish it from another Csesarea in Sa- 
maria. It was also named Neronias, by Agrippa, 
out of respect to Nero, 

Cakdepp. This word is derived from the Celtic 
cathair (from the Latin root castra),-=an en- 
campment, or fortified place; and Taa/',=the 
river on which the town stands. 

Caubhoe. In Palestine, on the north-eastern 
shores of the Dead Sea, long famous for it& 
medicinal warm springs. Cttl\rlM>e^VQ.^"t^^v==- 
the beautiful fountain, ^e aro YoioTtafe^Vj *^^ 
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Jewisli historian, Josephtuiy that, when Herc^^ 
the Great was afflicted with a severe disease, 1>^ 
resorted to Calirhoe, and enjoyed the benefit of 
its warm baths. 

Caklow. The fortified place on the lough (Barrow). 
Another derivation has, however, been assigned 
to Carlow, viz., that it is called by the Irish, 
Ketherlagh,-=the Quadruple Lake; they believing 
that the Barrow formed four pools or lakea at 
the place that is now occupied by the town of 
Carlow. 

CABMEL,=a country of gardens and vineyards. (2 
Chron. xxvi. 10 ; Isaiah xxxv. 2.) 

Caeeick-on-Stjie, &c. Carrick comes from the 
Celtic word carrig,=za rock, or rocky place. 
Carrick'On-Suir means, therefore, the rocky 
place on the Suir. 

Cabek Ideis. a mountain in Wales, 2,900 feet 
in height. Cader Idrisz=z Arthur' s Seat. Ar- 
thur was a great British warrior. 

Cambeian. a name given to the fVelsh system of 
mountains and rivers; Cambria being the 
ancient name of Wales. 

Caklisle. Erom the Celtic cathair,z=a fort,+ 
luil,'=& contraction of Luguvallum, the ancient 
name of Carlisle. 

Cambridge. Cambridge=dhe town with the bridge 
serosa the Gam, a tributary oi ^^^ Oxua^. 
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Cairn-goem:. From the Celtic cam,=ia rocky 

eminence, +gorm, =iblue, 
Caibn-totjl. Also from the Celtic camy=:a rocky 

eminencey-\~tollf:=a hole. 

[These are two eminences in Scotland, 4,100 and 4,200 feet high, 
respectively. Both occur in the Grampian Mountains.] 

Caiulsbad. a town in Bohemia, famous for its 
baths and hot springs, and taking high rank as 
a watering place. Carlsbad=z Charles's bath; 
from the German word bad,-=xi bath. 

Campagni. The ancient Latium, a province of 
Italy, signifying the Plain of Rome, once an 
exceedingly fertile district, but now, owing to 
its malaria, (or bad air,) very unhealthy and 
sterile. 

Catjcasus. Mountains forming part of the southern 
natural boundary of Europe. Caucasus is pro- 
bably derived from the Persian koh,=ui moun^ 
tain, + kqft zzjwhite, 

Caibo. The capital of modem Egypt, and the 
largest city in Africa. It stands on the east 
bank of the Nile, twenty-five miles above the 
Delta; and was founded under the name of 
" El Kaheirah,^' or the victorious, Cairo is the 
same as ** El Kaheirah.^* 

Caeolinas. Two of the Uoitfe^ ^\a.V'^'a» ^1 ^^x'Cio. 
America, so namied feom \)tift "Ija&a. C«r^'***» 
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=zCharIe8, in honor of Charles 11. of Englat^ - 
The Caroline Islands^ in Polynesia, discoyei 
in 1686, were named in honor of Charles II. 
Spain. 

Qi^TESTSTR. The name of a rich island and town ; 
the latter situated in the former, in Guiana, in 
South America. Both island and town are so 
called from a river of that name. 

Caffeama. a country to the north-east of Cape 
Colony, signifying the land of infidels', the word 
caffre, in Arabic, meaning infidel. The name was 
applied to all Africans not Mohammedans. The 
present designation of the country (viz., Cqf- 
Jraria, — ^the Latinized form) was given by ihe 
Portuguese and Dutch settlers. 

Calcutta. The chief city of British India, on the 
Hooghly. It=the temple of the goddess Kali ; 
from cuttah,=a temple, 

Capebnattm. a town situated on the western 
shores of the sea of Gfelilee, or lake of Tiberias. 
Capemaum=^he city of consolation, being de- 
rived from caphar,=ui village+nahum,:=a comm 
forter. In the New Testament it is called our 
Lord's " own city," as he made it the place of 
his frequent abode. It was in the neighbour- 
hood of Capernaum that Christ called Matthew 
from the "receipt of custom." 
Cabul. The capital of Afgloaxn&tda, on a xvner of 
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the same name. It is elevated 6,380 feet aboye the 
level of the sea, and enjoys a delightful climate. 

Calle de 8an Paulo. The haven of St. Paul, in 
Malta ; supposed to be the spot where tiiat 
apostle landed subsequent to his shipwreck. 

Caspian Sea. So named either from the Caspii, 
who early occupied its shores; or, from the 
Caucasian word caapf^^a mountain, in allusion 
to its proximity to Caucasus. The Jewish 
rabbis denominate it the Bead sea, 

Calvaey. a small hill to the north-west of Jeru- 
salem, just outside the walls, and upon which 
our Saviour was crucified. Calvary, (Latin) = 
the place of a skull, and answers to the Hebrew 
word Golgotha, The shape of the hill was con- 
sidered shdh-lihe ; hence its name. 

Catabact. a word derived from the Ghreek hata, 
zrzdotan, + raktos, =a precipice, A cataract is the 
faU, from a considerable elevation, of a large 
volume of water; and differs from a cascade, 
which implies only a smaU body of water, and 
which, in its descent, makes, as it were, suc- 
cessive steps. 

Caedia. a town of Thrace, which is said to have 
received its name from the shape of the ground 
on which it stood, because it resembled that of a 
heart; cardia, in Greek, =a heart. It '^^&^5&Jb- 
wise called Mexamiliumy tlaa \&V2[ixaM^ ^1 ^Tos»Rfe 
being here six miles aoxoaa, ^ 
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Cassitsbidss. a name first of all giyen by the 
ancients to the British Isles, but which was 
afterwards restricted to Cornwall and the Sdlly 
Isles. These islands received this designation 
on acconnt of the tin which was found here ; 
kas^iteros being the Greek word for (in. The 
Phoenicians were the first to trade with the 
Britons for this metal. 

Chaik. This name is applied to the elerations of 
the earth's surface, islands, lakes, &c., when 
their length by far exceeds their breadth. It 
must be borne in mind that it is only relative 
and not absolute length that has anything to do 
with the application of the term chain ; thus 
we can speak with as great propriety of the 
''Pennine Chain" as of the ''Chain of the 
Andes." 

Chanitel. Implies, geographically, a water com- 
mimication existing between a mainland and 
an island ; or between an ocean and a mediter- 
ranean sea : e. g. the English Channel, &c. 

CfiABBAN. Signifies a calling out; being the country 
whence Abraham was called by God. It was 
situated in Mesopotamia. 

Chatham Islands. Some islands, about 400 miles 
from New Zealand, discovered in 1791, by 
Lieutenant Broughton, in the brig Chatham, 
whence their name. 



WOSIh-XZPOSZTOB. 48 

CH££KSFOBD=:the foT^ (firom faran^=to go) oyer 
the ChehMTf the riyer on which Chelmsford 
stands. 

Chelteitham. The ham or home on the riyer 
C7A«/^, in Gloucestershire. 

Cheshibe. Ponnerly written Chestershire ; from- 
the A. S. eeaster (and that from the Latin 
ea8tra)^=un fortified pUice. Chester contains more 
remains of Eoman fortifications than any other 
English town. 

Chattdeeontaike. In the neighhonrhood of Leige 
in Belgium; deriyed from Chmtde,=hot,+fon' 
taine,^=a spring, 

Ohbistxakia. The chief town of Norway, with 
an excellent harhonr. It receiyed its name 
from its founder, Christian lY. 

Cheapside. a part of London : deriyed from the 
A. 8. oeapianf=to hug, or to traffic; and that from 
ceap (hence our words cheap, shop, &c,)=^aleahle 
goods. Hence, also, Chipping Norton (z=zcheap 
north town, in Oxfordshire), Chippenham (in 
Wiltshire), and Chepstow (=the cheap or trading 
place, in Monmouthshire). 8totv:=a place ; and 
it was formerly used yery frequently as a sub- 
stantiye, but as such, has now come into great 
disuse. As a yerb, howeyer, we often meet 
with it ; as in bestow. When we f^oce ^s^. 
article anywhere we are Baid to stov) \\>. 
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€hbysoc£BA.s. Signifies the horn of gold; and was 
a name applied to a long cove of Btzaih^iuXi 
in consequence of its round shape and heauty, 

CiunAB i)£ LOS Beyes. An appellation given by 
Pizarro, in 1535, to Lima, in South Americai 
meaning the city of the hing», 

CiYiTA. Vecchia. a strong town and sea-port in 
Italy: it must not be confounded with Citta 
Yecchia, another fortified city in Malta. Civita 
Vecchta=zold toum. 

Cliff. A precipitous ridge of rock, chalk, or even 
clay, in a compacted form, extending along the 
shore, or inland. 

CLABE]!n)ON. In Wiltshire ; famous in history as 
being the place at which Henry II. held a 
parliament in 1164, when were enacted the 
laws known as the "Constitution of Clarendon.'' 
Clarendon is derived from the Celtic dun,^=^a hiU, 
or a town near hills ; and means the hilly plaoe 
clea/r of trees. 

Cly])esdale=^A« dale or vaUey of the Clyde. 

Coast. A geographical term referring to that 
part of land which is immediately contiguous 
to the sea. This must be distinguished from 
shore, which refers, properly, to the border of 
the sea, rather than to that of the Imd. Coast 
comes from the Latin costa,:=a rib, 

CbyizvmrcE, From the Latin con^^^iogefher^ or 
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withy '■\'fiuOf :=.to flow. The confluence of a river 
is the point of junction of two streams. 

CoNTHTEirr. Derived from the Latin c(m,-=toget7iery 
'\-tenco,'=:=to hold, and is applied to certain large 
portions of land which contain (or hold together) 
many countries and states. 

CoTJKSE. Implies the direction in which anything 
runs; from the Latin ctMTO,=^to run. The course 
of a river is (1) meandering (so named from the 
Meander, in Anatolia, famous for its circuitous 
and winding direction) ; (2) straight ; or (3) 
tortuous. 

Cove. A little recess in the coast line, either of 
a sea or lake ; — ^it differs from a cbeee: inasmuch 
as the latter is not only deeper and of narrower 
dimensions, hut often forms a communication 
between two lakes, &c. 

CoNSTAimNOPLE. The modem name of Byzanttum, 
and the capital of European Turkey. It is 
named after the emperor Constantine the Great, 
who, having quitted Home, removed the seat of 
government to this place, in 328 a. d. 

CoEiNTH. A city of Greece, on an isthmus of the 
same name. It is said to have been so called 
from Corinthus, the son of Jove. 

[Our word currant ia derived firom Corinth.'} 

CoNSTANTiKA. A magmflccnt inland city, 2QQ \s^\L^'%^ 
to the east of AlgieiB| 's^jidoL x^^v?^^ *^^ ^^* 
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pellation from the emperor dmstantiiM the Great, 
who built it. 

CoBLENTz. One of the most fortified places in 
Prussia, at the eonfluence of the Bhine and 
Moselle : hence its name. 

C0PENHA.GEN. Signifies the merchant's harbour, 

CoPTOS. A city of Egypt, destroyed by the 
emperor Dioclesian. Coptos is said to have 
originated from the Captor of the Scriptures. 

CoTHON. The name of an island near the ancient 
Carthage. The Cothon harbour was so called 
from its resemblance to a cup. 

Cologne. In Prussia ; noted for its famous water, 
called ^* JEaurde- Cologne^* {=^the water of Co^ 
logne), Cologne is from the Latin eolon%ay-=a 
colony. It was the birth place of the great 
Eubens. 

CoEUNNA. A sea-port of Gallicia, in Spain, memo- 
rable as being the place at which Sir John 
Moore was slain, in 1808. Corunna is an altered 
form of the Latin columnay^ia column, in allusion 
to an ancient light-house which resembled a 
column, 

CoTSWOLDS. The designation applied to a track of 

high land in Gloucestershire, in consequence 

of the sheep-cots which were, at an early period, 

formed on these hiUs or wolds. They give 

name to a rery fine breed of sheep. 
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CoTonrr. Formerly the track of country belonging 
to a count, and exactly answering to shibe. 
Count comes ^m the Latin eome8,=ut companion, 
because counts were, originally, companions of 
the king. 

OoLONNA. A cape of Greece, so named &om the 
columns (the remains of a temple of Minerva) 
on its summit. 

Costa Eica. A province of Mexico, signifying 
rich coast, in allusion to its ^reat metallic wealth. 

CoBBTENTES. The name of several capes, meaning 
the cape of cwrrents. 

CoLOBADO. An important little river flowing into 
the Gulf of Califomia ; so named &om its (red) 
color. 

CoBDiLLEBA. A name implying a girdle, or chain, 
and applied to several chains of mountains in 
South America. By way of pre-eminence, the 
term eordiUera is frequently bestowed upon the 
Ain)ES. 

CoLONSAT. An island in the west of Scotland, 
signifying the island of St. Colon, or Columha : 
firom the A. S. ^,'=-an islands 

CoBirwALL. Derived from the British word cemyw, 
(pronounced hemoo) = a horn, + walli, •=. foreign. 
The Britons gave the first portion of the name 
to it, because they thought it resembled a horn 
in jutting out into the sea \ ^Xiift '^^xrsviA, *^is^ 
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latter, as that part of the ooimtry continued to 
be occupied by a people who were foreign to 
them, t7»ss., the Britons. Cornwall, therefore,=: 
Cornish Wales, 

Crags. Bough rocks of a bold and precipitous 
character. 

Crateb. The ev^ ox funnel of a volcano. 

Creek. See Cove. 

Crest. Applied to the highest portion of a moun- 
tain, or range of mountains, &c. 

Cross Pell. A mountain in the Pennine Chain, 
3000 feet high. Fell, in Danish,=a hiU. FeU 
is used in those parts where the Banes dwelt. 
Sometimes field is met with in the place of 
fell; as Snaefield (=snow hiU), in the Isle of 
Man. 

Croydon. In Surrey; from the Celtic dun,:=ahill. 
Crot/don=ij\ie chalk hill. 

Cronstadt. Prom the Latin cor6na,=ia oroum,+ 
the A.S. stede {irom the Latin sto, status, =:^ 
stand),=za station or place, Cronstadt means, 
therefore, the place of the croum. 

Current. This word is derived from the Latin 
word curro,-=to run, and is applied to the pro^ 
gressive motion of the water,- whether confined in 
channels, as in rivers, or straits ; or unconfined, 
as in the ocean. Currents are (1) lateral or 
central; (2) upper or under ; and (8) general or 
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particular. Particular currents are further sub- 
diyided into constant and occasional, 

CT7HBEBLAi7i)=the land of the Cymri; and not the 
land of valleys, as is often stated. 

CtcxXdes. Islands in the ^gaean Sea^ forming, 
as it were, a circle, or rinff ; kuklos being the 
Greek word for circle. They were first in- 
habited by Phoenicians. The Cyclades are 
divided into Northern, Southern, and Central, 



vovnaxs. 


CXirTKAL. 

• 


80UTHEIN. 


(1) Andxoi. 


(1) Naxos. 


(1) Santorin. 


(3) Zea. 


(3) Paros. 


(2) Anaphi. 


QS) ThemiiiL 


(8) Antiparofl. 


^) Astypaleea. 


(4) Tino. 


(4) Siphnos. 




(6) Mikoni 


(5) Seriphos. 




(6) Synu 


(6) MUo. 

(7) Kimolis. 

(8) Folikandio. 

(9) Sikino. 
aO)Nio. 




• «i^*^^**w^w«« 


(11) Amorgo. 





D. 



Daildanelles. The modem name of the ancient 
Hellespont ; derived from Dardania, a country 
in proximity to this channel, IX Sa \ca^^ ^efi^^ 
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more femiliar by " The Dardanelles,** two cas- 
tles built by Mahomet IV. 

Dabtmoob. Ji. district in Devonsliire, whicli con- 
tains the source of the Iktrt, and which has, for a 
very long period, been known as the Forest of 
Dartmoor, although now destitute of trees. 

Dantzic. a large town of Prussia, meaning 
Danish town ; from Dansh vtk. A Danish 
colony settled there. 

Dabfub. Darfur=^the land of the Foors, from dor 
=zland, 

Dalecablia. a province of Sweden, meaning 
the land of valley Sy from the Danish dal, or the 
German thal,:=a valley. 

Delphi. The capital of Phocis, in Greece ; built 
on the southern declivity of Mount Parnassus. 
It is said to have been so named from Delphus, 
a son of Apollo. Prior to this it was called 
Pytho, in consequence of the serpent Python 
having been killed there by Apollo. 

Denmabk. That is, the mark f^=eountryJ of the 
Dane, 

Delta. A name originally given to the two 
principal branches of the mouths of the Nile, in 
consequence of their shape resembling that of 
the Greek letter A. It has latterly, however, 
been applied to all those alluvial tracts of 
country included by the bifurcating branches of 
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any river, and the common recipient of all sucli 
branches, whether of a perfectly triangular form 
or not. Deltas are (a) flmialf when a river 
forms the recipient ; (b) oceanic, in the case of 
the open sea or ocean receiying the waters ; 
(c) mediterranean, or where an inland eea is the 
common recipient; or (d) laewtrine, when a 
lake receives the bifurcating branches. 

Decapolis. a country in Palestine, which con- 
tained ten largo or principal cities, on both sides 
of the Jordan. These ten cities were Scythopo- 
lis, Philadelphia, Eaphanse, Gadara, Hippos, 
Dies, Pella, Gbrasa, Canatha (or, according to 
the Jewish historian, Josephus, Otopos), and 
Damascus. I>eha{Q[TQ^,^=ten,+p6lis,=acity. 

Debby. a contraction of Berwenthy ; it implies 
the ly (A. S.) or dwelling on the river Derwent, 

Deaeo. a mountain in Scotland, meaning red. 
It is also, with a little difference in its ortho- 
graphy, the name of a lough in Ireland. 

Dead Sea. In Palestine ; an inland sea, so named 
from its drea/ry appea/rance, exhibiting few signs 
either of animal or vegetable life. In the Old 
Testament it is alluded i/QBA^'The Salt Sea " 
(Gen. xiv.) ;" The Sea of the Plain " (Deut. iv. 
40.) ; and " The Eastern Sea,^^ by the prophets 
Joel, Ezekiel, and Zechariah. As it yielded 
vast quantities of (Mj>Aa{tum,\W%&^TL^^^s^^:s^si^i^ 



52 THE GSOGAAFHItAL 

by Josephns and the classical writers, the ^*. 
Asphaltites,'* The Arabs named it "Bahr Zu^ 
=the Sea of Lot. 

DECCAi<r. This district of Hindostan, situated b 
tween the rivers Nerbuddah andKistnah, derive^/ 
its name from the Sanscrit word dakshina,^- 
south. 

Deteoit. a river, or strait, between the lakes 
Erie and St. Clair. Detrott:=8trait. 

Despoblado. a plain on the Andes, at an eleva- 
tion of 13,000 feet. DeBpollado-=the uninhabited 
country. 

Denbigh. Signifies the dwelling among the valleys; 
from the A. S. denuy^m valley, '\-ly,^=-a dwelling. 

Debby. Another name for Londonderry, in the 
north of Ireland ; memorable for the heroic de- 
fence made against James II. by its inhabitants, 
in 1689. Berry is probably derived from the 
Celtio doire (and that from the Greek drusj,=i 
an oak. 

Defile. The narrow passage between precipitous 
rocks. 

Desebt. a generally uninhabited tract of land, 
either absolutely sterile, or having no other signs 
of vegetation than an occasional vasis, consisting 
chiefly of small patches of grass, &c. The de- 
serts, or wet praries of North America are ex- 
tremely fertile. 
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Dhwalagibi. One of the Himalaya moimtams, 
second in point of elevation^ — ^being 28,088 feet 
high. Dhwalafftri^=zthe white mountain; — its 
top is always covered with snow, Giri=^ 
mountain, or hill, 

DiPOLis. A name applied to the island of Lemnos, 
or Stalimene, in the Archipelago, fix)m two of 
its chief cities, — Cochino and Lemnos. 

Pdtaeio Alps. A section of the Alps, in Turkey 
in Europe, so named from Dinara, the highest 
portion of the range, being 7,500 feet high. 

Pjebel-es-Sheikh. In Palestine, a range of 
mountains to the south of Anti-Lebanon, 10,000 
feet high. It signifies the old mavC% mountain, 
a name given to it probably on account of the 
resemblance of its highest peaks to the hoary 
head of an ''old man,'* Its ancient name was 
Hermon. 

Djebel-Tsatut. The name, implying the moun- 
tain of monkeys, by which Mount Abyla, the 
pillar of Hercules on the African side (at Ceuta) 
is now known. 

Djebel-Mottsa. The mountain of Moses, The 
name is given to the whole group of eminences 
situated between the two arms (at the southern 
extremity) of the Bed Sea. 

PoAB. A flat and fertile tract of country between 
the two rivers Ganges auA JxrnsMb*.. 'Vsf^-^^s^ 



54 THE eBOaSlPHXCAI. 

ooTmtry of the two rivers ; ah signifying water. 

DoMnacA. One of the Caribbee islands ; so de- 
signated in consequence of its haying been dis- 
covered on a Sunday. 

Downs. Prom the Celtic dun,=a hiU, E. g. The 
Korth and South Downs; the Marlborough 
Downs, &c. 

DoBSETSHiiLB. The SHIEE in which the Drurotrigea 
settled. 

DowKHAM. Derived from the A. S. &u/n,'=^ Mil, 
or villaffe,+ham,^=home, or adode. 

Douglas. The largest town in the Isle of Man. 
JDimgloB is derived from the Celtic dubh,:=hlack, 
ffla8f=a streamy or water. 

DoNCASTEB. The " castra " or fortified place on 
the Don, a tributary of the Yorkshire Ouse. 

DsEPASTJu. A town of Sicily ; so named from the 
curvatwe of the shore in its vicinity, which re- 
sembled that of a scythe. (Greek, deprdnonj 

DsEPANE. One of the ancient names of Corcyra, 
now Corfu, so styled from its scythe-ljke shape. 

Dbyhodes. The most ancient name of Arcadia, 
in the Peloponnesus, signifying the woody region, 
from the Greek drus,'=4m oak ; the district being 
famous for vast numbers of these trees. 

DsEY Hebsit Spitz. The mountain connecting 
the Bhetian and Koric sections of the Alps; 
meaimig three lords* peaiks. 
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Dttbham. The ''ham " or home of wild animals; 
from the A. S. deor,^:^ wild animal. Barham 
was also called J)unholm, from the Celtic dun,=^ 
a hiU,+holm,:=an island, Durham is an emi- 
nence surrounded almost entirely by the river 
"Wear. The bishop signs himself JDunelm, 

DxTBLiN. From the Celtic dttbh,=hlack,+lin,^^ 
a pool. Dublin (or DuihJdinnJ thus signifies the 
Hack pool, and is applied by the Irish to the bed 
of the Liffey. 

Dtokeld. a town in Perthshire, deriving its 
name from the Celtic dun=un hill, or fort. 
It implies the/or^ of the Caledonians. 

DxnrEDiN. The ancient name of Edinlwrgh ; = 
JEdwin's burgh, or totm. Dunedin=^iilie dun, of 
M^n, or Edwin. 

DrTNGEirEss. A corruption of Dangemess; from. 
the A. S. naesse,:==a nose, or promontory: and 
that obviously from the Latin nasus. Prior to 
the erection of a lighthouse upon it, Dungeness 
was noted for the numerous shipvrrecks that 
took place there. The name of Dungeness may, 
however, have some reference to the dingy ap- 
pearance it presents to the sea. 

Dunes. Little hills or ridges of drifted sand, on 
the shore of the sea, or border of a lake; as 
those on the French, Dutch, and English (Nor- 
folk and Suffolk) coaata. TVkS^ , Vcl ^^as^ '">s^- 
Btaneea, attain a conBideTab\<&\i£A^D^? 
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E. 

EcTJADOE. One of the Columbian BeptLblics, so 
called from its position immediately under "the 
line," or Equator. 

Eddy. Comes from the A. S. ed,=haek or a^ain, 
•\-€a,^tvater, and is applied to the meeting, 
from opposite directions, of two currents of air 
(called a whirlwind), or of currents of water 
and air (termed a waterspout). The coming 
in contact of two opposite currents of water 
constitutes a whirlpool. Whirlpools oftien prove 
fatal to mariners. As examples of these phe- 
nomena, may be mentioned those of Maelstrom, 
on the coast of T^orway, and the ancient and 
famed Charybdis, on that of Sicily, opposite to 
another, called Scylla, on the Italian coast. 

EnoM. So named from JSsau, or JSdom, ^zszredj, 
whose posterity settled there : vi%., in the south 
of Palestine. JEdom is the same with the 
Idumea of the Greeks. 

Egypt. CaUed in Hebrew, Misraim ; in Arabic, 
Mesr, It is termed Chami, or Chemi, by the 
Copts, or native Egyptians, which means the 
dark land; in allusion, probably, to its d(»rh rich 
9oil. The appellation Egypt, the name by which 
all Europeans know it, is deduced from Ai 
Cap^,=: CapMorimf or the country of Caphtar, 
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by which title Egypt is alluded to in the Old 
Testament. Aia Koptou was the name bestowed 
upon the conntry by the Greeks ; and was 
afterwards contracted into Aikoptos, and subse- 
quently softened into Aigtiftos, or JSgy$itmy^=. 
the land of the Copts. The descendants of the 
ancient Egyptians are, to this day, called CojptSy 
to distinguish them from the Arabs and Turks, 
who chiefly form the remaining portion of the 
present population of Egypt. 

iIl-Ghoe. The Arabic denomination, signifying 
ths region of depression, given to the whole of 
the valley extending from lake Huleh to the 
south of the Dead Sea, at which latter place it 
attains the great depth of 1,312 feet below the 
level of the sea, or 3,500 feet below that of 
Jerusalem. 

Ili-Ti. The name applied by the Arabs to a 
desolate track of country to the north of the 
mountains termed Djebel-Mousa. El-Ti means 
the wandering. It is also called Tiah-Bani-Israel, 
or, t?ie desert of the children of Israel. Burck- 
hardt, the traveller, describes this district as 
the most dreary and unfruitful he ever saw. 

Clbottbz. In the Caucasus mountains ; 14,000 
feet high. liz=.the peaked mountain, 

Cl-Kitds. This, or Kuddish, signifies The Soly i 
and is applied, by thft 'ltc^^3bssa$iRi^5«Kia.^ *^ *^^5^ 



58 



city of Jerasalem. They also designate it The 
Lady of Kingdoms. 

£l-Mo6hs£b. Signifies the west; and is the title 
by which Barbary and the Sahara are coUect- 
ively known. It received the appellation in 
allusion to its position with reference to Egypt. 

Ely. Said to imply the island of eels ; from the 
A. S. ey,=ian island. 

Elbow. The name applied to that part of a riyer 
where it is suddenly changed in its course. See 
Bsin). 

EiroK. Means a tcell. Enon was situated near 
Salem, by the Jordan, where John baptized, as 
there was much water there. 

EiTTRE DoT7Ko-E-MiNHO. A proviuce of Portugal, 
meaning between the rivers Douro and Minho. 

Englaki). Derived from JEngle,^he Angle8,+ 
land; i.e., the land of the Angles,^axL im- 
portant tribe of the Saxons who conquered 
Britain. 

Epibus. a name, signifying mainland, applied at 
a very remote period, to the N. V. portion of 
Greece, in contradistinction to the numerous 
islands extending along the coast : or, it might 
have been so called to distinguish it from the 
large island of Corcyra. 

Ebythb^uh Mabe. The Urythraan Sea, (or Bed 
Sm) bo called either from Erythras^ a monarch 
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wbo reigned along the coast ; or from eruthrds 
(a corruption of Edom)-=ihQ Greek for red, its 
sands and waters presenting a red appearance. 

Ebz Gebiboe. The range of mountains forming 
the north-west boundary of Bohemia. Ihrt 
Gehirge is derived from er%,^metal,+ffehirge,:=z 
a chain of motmfatns. These mountains are 
famous for their metallic wealth. 

Ebebus. The most southerly volcano as yet 
known. It was discovered by Captain Eoss^ 
in 1841, whose ship was called the Urehtcs. 

EspiEiTO Sakto. a maritime province of Brazil, 
the name of which means JHo/y Spirit, 

Essex. The country of the JSast Saxons; formerly 
a part of Herts. 

EsTUAET. Probably the best definition, says Mr. 
Jackson, that can be given of this term, is that 
by Sir Charles Lyell, who says that it is an 
" inlet entered both by rivers and the tides of 
the sea." It is derived from the Latin astus, 
=the tide. 

Euphrates. From the Greek particle eu,=^excel' 
lence. The Euphrates was originally called the 
Phrath, or Fhrat,=fruit/ul, oi fertilising. It 
is called, by the Arabs, the Forat. 

ExETEB. Formerly Exechester, or the fortified 
place on the river Exe. 

ExMooB. The moor or fccatK ^qidl HJsi^ i^*'^* "w^^ -» 
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=:a heath) f contaimng the source of the ri 
Exe. 



F. 



Fair Hatens. Situated on the coast of Crc 
and famous for its excellent anchorage; whej 
its name. 

Fabo. Another name for the Straits of Messi 
in Italy, meaning, in Italian, a light house. 

Faeitham. a town in Surrey, on the river "VT; 
signifying the home of ferns. 

Fewstone. In Yorkshire ; derived from 1 
French feUy^=Jire ; and so called from th( 
having been a Druidical altar in the locality. 

FntTH. A corrupted form of frithy from \ 
li&tia /return. The term is common in Scotlai 
and is applied to arms of the sea (as the Fii 
of Forth), and to open channels (as the Pei 
land Firth). 

FnsriSTEEBE. The north-westernmost coast of "t 
peninsula," signifying the Land^a Enid; frc 
finis, z=.the end, + terre, '=land, 

FiNSTEEAAEHOEN. A peak of the Bermese Al] 
in Switzerland, deriving its name from t 
German finster, z^dark, + oar, ^=an eagle, + A<m 
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Plats. A geographical term synonymous with 
shoals. The Goodwin Sands, of Kent, are flats. 

PiAMBOBOuoH Head. So caHedfrom its lighthouse; 
or from the fires that used to he kindled on the 
cliife here, which are five hundred feet high. 

Plokeda. One of the United States of North 
America. The name is derived from Fasque 
Floriday:=-Falm Sundat/,=:iiie day on which it 
was discovered. 

PosELAND. Synonymous with Headlaitd. 

PoBJCOSA. An island off the east coast of China. 
It was so called hy the Portuguese on account 
of its rich and beautiful appearance. 

PoBEST Mawe. Signifies ^r^^/br^»^/ the "Welsh 
mawr meaning ^reat. The Black Porest range 
of mountains, in Wales, is so called. 

PoiTLNESs. In Essex; noted for the number of 
BesL'fowk which frequent it. Ness'=nose, 

Pbawkpokt. Free town ; from frank, ^^^free, •\-fwrtt 
'=afort, or town (or a ford, signifying, in this 
case, the ford of the Franks, that people having 
crossed the river here before entering Gaul, 
which country they subsequently conquered). 

PsiscHE Hapf. In Prussia ; signifies the fresh 
water haff, or hay ; Ao^ meaning hay, 

pBiBTTBa. A Canton, and capital, of Switzerland. 
It is derived from the German/m,==^^, + hwrg, 
=a town: and frequently ocQxxra Vbk. Q.^scvsdS!s^ 
topography. 



62 IHB GSOeBAPHIGAX 

FuLHAK. A Tillage in Middlesex, containizig t£^^ 
palace of the Bishop of London. It was fo:^^ 
merly written FuUonham, which means the han^^^ 
atnon^ fowls. 

PuiTEir. A large island to the east of Denmarfa^ 
implying heauiiful country. 



G. 



Galatia. One of the provinces of Asia Minor, 
conquered and settled by the Gauls, under 
Brennns, b. c. 270, after their having crossed 
the Hellespont. These settlers mingled with 
some Ghrecian colonists, and thus procured for 
this country the appellation of GaUo-Oraeia, or 
Galatia ; this latter being the Greek form of the 
the word Gaul. 

Gebmaitt. Derived from a word signifying a 
warrior. The modem Germans call themselves 
Tuetehen, and deduce their origin fix)m the god 
Tueseo. AUemagm is applied by the French to 
Germany. 

Ghattts. a name given to the passes in some of 
the mountains of Hindostan. It comes from 
the j8anscrit^i»^t=:a wayf ot path. 
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Ohestt. One of the chief towns of Belgium, at 
the confluence of the Lys and Scheldt, foiming 
twenty-six islands, connected with each other 
by means of bridges to the number of one hun- 
dred. The emperor, Charles V., who was per- 
petually at war with the king of France, 
Prancis I., used to boast that he could put Paris 
in his glove : the French word gand^m glove, 

GniEAn. A mountain in the centre of Persea in 
Palestine, signifying the hea^ of mfnesaes, be- 
cause it was here that Jacob and Laban erected 
a heap of stones in token of mutual friendship. 
The name was afterwards applied to the country 
swrrounddng the mountain. 

GrBEALTAB, or Jibel de TaHfa, means the fMun- 
tains of Tarifa, an early Moorish king who built 
a fortress on the rock. The rock of Gibraltar 
was the Mens Galpe of the ancients. Mons 
Calpe and Abyla (now Ceuta) were denominated 
the ** pillars of ITercules" 

Glaciebs. Those extensive fields of ice which 
exist among the Alps. 

Gloucesteb. Either derived from the British 
gloi4)yZ=.heautiful ; or from the Welsh gleaw,=: 
strong, + eastra, =a fortified place. 

Glenmobe. a narrow valley between Loch Eil 
and Hurray Firth, in Scotland. It signifies the 
great glen. Glen is applied, tft \JiQ«fe^^5^ses^'^*^^s^ 
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are exceedingly narrow ; the strath to tho 
are broad. 

OoBGE. A geographical term often, but 
rectly, give to a defile. It has been def 
" the upper and narrowest part of a tra] 
valley." 

Gobi. A large desert in Asia, comprisi: 
chief portion of Mongolia, and having t 
elevation of 4,000 feet. Gobi is a ] 
term implying a naked desert The ( 
names of this desert are 8hamo,z=fhe sand 
B.anhai,-=-the dry sea; and Schaho,^zth 
river. 

Good Hope Cape. First doubled by Bartho 
Diaz, a Portuguese, who replaced its 
name — "The Cape** — by that of the ( 
Storms, on account of the tempestuous v 
he experienced. This name was, howeve 
Bequently changed into that of the Cape c 
Mope, by king John of Portugal, who h 
be able to reach India by doubling it. 

Gbeece. This name has come to us from i 
mans, and the title Cheeks from the 
GreeidB, who, however, only formed one 
ancient tribes of Epirus, and never beci 
historical importance. 

Gkootb ExiANDT. An island in the Gulf < 
j^entaria, signifying liy island. 
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Gbis Nez. ICeans the Orey Nose, or Cape. It is 
a cape belonging to that portion of the coast of 
!France that is washed by the waters of the 
Straits of Dover. 

Gbacios a Dios. a Cape of Central America, 
stretching out into the Caribbean Sea, the 
meaning of which is fhanh to God. 

GxTLP. See nnder Bat. 

Gut. The narrowest part of a Strait or Gulf. 

GxTADiAifA. A river of " the peninsula," rising in 
the mountains of Sierra Morena. The name is 
derived from the Arabic tvadi/,=water,+Ana8, 
:=the ancient name of the river. 

GuADALQTTiviB. Also a rivcr of Spain, having its 
source in the Sierra I^evada mountains. .It 
comes from the Arabic tvadi/,+al kebtr,:=^the 
great. 

Guiana. In South America, said to be so named 
from the Otcayanoes, an Indian tribe. 



H. 



BjiHboxtb. a place of shelter for a considerable 
jiumber of vessels of large size. Some harbours 
afford shelter from every wind, otibsw^^'^^sssaj^ 
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certain winds. Those of the former class are 
said to be land-locked. ITaven is a term differ- 
ing from a harbour in respect only of its lesser 
importance. 

Halts Kiyek. A celebrated river of Asia Minor, 
entering the Euxine or Black Sea. It is said to 
have been sa named from the Greek word hdlos, 
on account of its waters having a salt and bitter 
taste. 

Hakwich. This sea-port town of Essex derived 
its name from the A. S. here,=an arfnif,+wi€, 
=za town. 

Hampton. A village on the Thames, in Middle- 
sex, famous for the Hampton Court Palace 
which it contains, and which was originally 
built by Cardinal Wolsey. It comes from the 
A. S. ham,=:home,'\'ton,=:a foum. 

Hampstead. a village in Middlesex, on a hill 
400 feet in height. Hampstead comes from the 
A. S. ham,^home,+8tedef=za station. 

Han-hai. One of the Chinese titles of the Gobi 
desert, signifying the d/ry sea. 

Haoios Oeos. The modem name (meaning holy 
mountain) of the ancient Mount Athos, in Mace- 
donia. It is also known as Monte Santo, which 
also means holy mountain. 

Hall. In Tyrol; containing great salt works. 
The word haU, in Germany, evidently has some 
connection with the word salt. 
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Baux. In Prussian Saxony ; so named from the 
salt springs in its neighbourhood. 

Hakpshibe. From the A. S. Aom^+SHiBE (which 
see). 

Eanse Toinfs. The word hanse is the Teutonic 
for am association, or league, and was applied to 
those towns that joined the association. There 
were, besides Hamburg, Bremin, and Lubeck, 
upwards of eighty towns, in the time of its 
greatest power, — vi%,, the fourteenth century, 
— which constituted the Sanseatio League : the 
object of which was to "protect commerce from 
piracy, to procure the restitution of shipwrecked 
property, and to facilitate the safe navigation 
of the seas." The confederacy arose about the 
commencement of the thirteenth century. 

Hadbiakofle. The city of the emperor Sad/rian^ 
by whom it was built. 

HsAnLAin). A term belonging to physical geo- 
graphy, somewhat identical with promontory in 
signification. When the salient point is low, 
the terms spit, and tongue of land, are indiscrim- 
inately applied to it. 

Heath is the name by which those generally un- 
reclaimable tracts of country stretching from 
Jutland through Northern Germany are desig- 
nated. These sandy districts are not unfre- 
quently interspersed with. bo%^> "bnkc^^^^ ^b:^ 
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stagnant pools ; the almost only vegetable life 
tbat is presented being those low plants gene- 
rally called heaths. 

Heeculanetjm. a very ancient city of Italy 
named after Hercules y by whom it is said tc 
have been founded. This city and the neigh- 
bouring Pompeii, a seaport, were destroyed bj 
an eruption of Vesuvius, in a. d. 79, by whid: 
Pliny the Elder lost his life. 

Hellespoi^tus. I^ow called the Dardanelles. li 
is fabled to have been denominated the JSeUea- 
pont from SeUe, (the daughter of Athamas, king 
of Thebes,) who was drowned there in hei 
voyage to Colchis. 

HEBACLEi.. The name of upwards' of forty citiei 
of antiquity, supposed to have been built ii 
honor of JSeracles. 

Hellas. First applied to a city and district oj 
Thessaly, over which JSellen, son of DeucalioUj 
was king:-— it was afterwards, however, ex- 
tended to the whole of Thessaly, and still more 
subsequently to Greece, Thessaly not being 
included in the application. 

Eexamilion. a ^ame derived from the Oreek, 
and given tb the Isthmus of Corinth, because i1 
was six modem Greek (or four geographical] 
miles broad. 

JEecatompolis. An epithet by which Crete wae 
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known. It was so named because it contained 
one hundred cities; from the Greek heeatan,=a 
hundred, +pdli8,z=i a city. This title was also 
given to Laconia, a maritime division of the 
Peloponnesus, from its hundred demi or horoughs, 

H^CATOHPYLON. This name was applied to the 

. chief city of Parthia, in consequence of the 
number oi gates which led to it from all parts 
of Persia. It is sometimes called Seeatampylos. 

Hecatomfylos. Another name for Thebes, in 
Egypt. Its ancient importance was probably 
over-estimated by the poet Homer, who de- 
scribed it as possessing (me hundred gates, from 
each of which coidd be sent forth two hundred 
men. 

Hexapolis. a designation often given to Doris, 

a country of Greece, owing to its six chief cities, 

Halicamassus, Cnidus, Cos, Lindus, lalysus, 

and Camirus. The last three were in !Rhodes. 
Heliopolis. a famous city of ancient Egypt, 

containing the Oracle of Apollo, and the Temple 
of the Sun; hence its name, which means City 
of the Sun. HeliopoUs, the Greek appeUation, 
is exactly identical in signification with the 
native one Baalbec, 
Heptanomitjs. The same as Arcadia. It is de- 
duced from the Greek hipta,z=seven,')rwymos,^=^ 
a law. 
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HELiaoLAND. Signifies holy island, Heligoland 
is an idand in the German Ocean, anciently a 
stronghold of paganism with the Saxons, and 
now (since 1807) in the possession of the 
English. It has a population of about 2000, 
consisting principally of fishermen. 

Heeefobi). Prom the Anglo-Saxon here, =.an army, 
+ford, from faran,=^to go. It implies and is 
applied to the place at which the army used to 
cross the river (Wye). 

Hektfokd. From the A.S. heart,^a stay, -{- ford. 
The arms of the town are a stay in the wetter, 

Hedjaz. One of the political divisions of Arabia, 
implying the eountry of pilyrimaye. 

Hill. A title given, as recommended by some 
geographers, to all eminences not attaining 
1000 feet ; all heights attaining and extending 
beyond that elevation, being termed mountains. 

Hiebaconpolis. An ancient eity of Egypt, 
meaning the eity sacred to the hawk, 

HncALATA. Signih.eB ike abode of snow ; from, the 
Sanscrit word hima,z=oold, frost, or snow,^ 
alaya,z=ahode. 

Hiio)osTAN. Either derived from the Persian 
hindoo,=hlach,'\'Stan,-=ia country, thus meaning 
the eountry of the Hacks; or from the river 
Indmy-^-stan, in which case it would signify 
the country of the Indus, The former is the 
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most probable etymology, as the Hindoos are 
much darker than the Persians in complexion. 

HiEBAPOLis. Two ancient and populous cities 
were called by this name : — one in Syria, near 
the Euphrates ; the other in Phrygia, near the 
boarders of Lydia, a city very early converted 
to Christianity. The term MierapoUg, which is 
Greek, =^^ hoh/ or sacred eity. That in Syria 
was also called Bamlyce, the Syrian equivalent 
to Hierapolis, and was so named in consequence 
of the Syrian goddess Atergatis being wor- 
shipped there. 

HiNTEB Ehine. a tributary of the Rhine, 
meaning the hinder orfwrther Rhine, 

HisPAKioLA. This name was given to Hayti, one 
of the "West India Islands, by Columbus, who 
discovered it in 1492. HiBpaniola-=.LiUle Spain, 

HiTCHiK. A market-town in Hertfordshire, sig- 
nifying the meadow of the river Hitchy or Hi%, 
It was formerly written Hitching : ing being 
the A. S. for a meadow, 

HoBNS. The two extreme points of land that 
enclose a bay. 

HoEN, Cape. Discovered by one Schouten, a 
Dutchman, who named it Horn, from Hoome, 
in Holland, his native town. 

Hong Kong. A small rocky island, about fifteen 
miles in circumference, im^oitto^ ^s^ ^"^"-^fe^^a^ 
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possession, which it has been since 1842. Hwg 
JSjmg'=stDeet waters. 

Ho-i^AK. A province of China, signifying south 
of the river; ho,^=^river,+nan,=^80uth. 

HoAKG-HO. Signifies f/ellaw river. 

Holy Islaio). So named from an ancient manas' 
tery, celebrated for its number of literary monks. 
Bnins of this abbey are still to be seen. 

Holywell. The chief town of Flintshire, which 
derived its name from St. Winifreds well in its 
vicinity, to which miracnlons powers were 
attributed in former times. It is the most 
copious spring in the British Isles, throwing 
up about 21 tons of water per minute, or 30,240 
tons daily. 

HoLLAin). A European country, signifying holhw 
or Iwo land, the greater part of the country 
being below the level of the sea. With Belgium, 
it was likewise known as the Netherlands, 
which =:/ot^7 eountries. Holland is also applied, 
from the resemblance it bears in its physical 
conformation to that portion of the Ketherlands 
distinguished by the name of Holland, to a 
district in Lincolnshire. 

HoLSTEiN. A German word given to the duchy 
of Lower Saxony, subject to Denmark. It is 
derived from hoh,=za wood, and means the 
woody district of the Saxons. 
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HoBSTEiO). In Sussex ; the place where norsa, 
the brother of Hengist, was buried. Stead, or 
stede, is the Anglo-Saxon word for place. 

H(EMTTS MoTTNTAis^s. The name given to the 
entire chain of mountains which separated 
Thrace and Macedonia from the valley of the 
Danube. They are said to have been so named 
from HddmuSi a king of Thrace, who was me- 
tamorphosed into a mountain for aspiring to 
divine honors. 

HiTirnFaDON. Signifies the hunter^ s hill, from the 
A.S. huntf-^dunj^ia hill. 

HxruLBEB. Said to be the " Ahers " spoken of by 
Ptolemy. Sullivan supposes it to mean the 
humming mouth faherj, ''from the great hum 
of its waters at the ebbing and flowing of the 
tides." 

Htdesabad. In Hindostan, meaning the abode of 
JEfyder; from abad,=zan abode, or town. 

Htxas. a river in Bithynia, in Asia Minor. A 
festival was kept by the people of Cius, a town 
near its banks, in honor of Hylaa, who, it is 
said, was carried off by the Nymphs in the 
neighbourhood of this river. 
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I. 

Iafygia.. a division of ancient Italy, fonning the 
heel of the boot. The inhabitants of lapygia 
are universally believed to have been the abor- 
igines of the country. lapygia is probably de- 
rived from lapyx, son of Dsedalos. 

IcAnixTH Mase. Portion of the .£gean Sea. The 
name is deduced, by ancient mythologists, from 
IcaruSy also a son of Dsedalus, who fell into it, 
and was drowned ; or from, a Phoenician word 
which=^A^ sea of fah^ in which that sea 
abounded. 

IcoNiTjif . An ancient city of Asia Minor, and 
capital of Lycaonia. Icanium is said to have 
derived its name from a small image of Medusa, 
erected here by Perseus. 

IniTHiBA. Signifies red, or earthy ; and was a 
name given to a portion of Arabia, to the south 
of Judaea. It was formerly called JEdom (which 
also=r^^, because occupied by the descendents 
of Edom, or Esau. The country was famous 
for its palm trees. 

IiTDEKTATioKs are deep and irregular inlets, coves, 
&o.y^ in the coast line. 

iNKEBMAiTEr. A TurMsh word, meaning hwer 
toum. 

Inlet. Jra^aently used synonymously with the 
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words owe and creek. Whsax tised otherwise, it 
is applied to any channel by which an inland 
piece of water is entered. 

Ihkspsttck, or Ikksbbuck. The chief town of the 
government of Tyrol, in Austria, beautifdlly 
and picturesquely situated on the river Inny 
which is here crossed by a very high bridge. 
The German hrttcke^=-a bridge. 

Ikchcolh. Means the inch (=the Celtic for an 
island, or a place nearly, or occasionally sv/r- 
rounded by water,) of St. Colon, or Columbia. It 
is a small island in the Firth of Forth, and con- 
tains the ruins of a celebrated monastery, 
founded by the Scottish king, Alexander I. 

Ipswich. The capital of Essex, and formerly 
written G^yppenswich ; from 6ippiny,z=a. tribu- 
tary of the Orvell, on which Ipswich stands, 
+wic,=^a dwelling. 

JxELAjn). The native name of Ireland is M'in, or 
leme. Hibemia, the name by which, according 
to Strabo, the country was known among the 
Bomans, is derived from hiver,^=winter, because 
they imagined it to be a cdd and d/reary 
country. 

JsLAJSTi. Land surrounded entirely by water. The 
term should, however, be restricted to those 
portions of land encircled by water not beyond 
a certain size. Austcaliak TX£k!^\.> ^^^v^sis^^>;^ 



76 THE GEOOSAPHICiJ. 

taken as the largest idland to whicli the word 
should apply. 

IsLos DE LOS Galapagos. A number of islands 
in the Pacific Ocean, under the Equator, and 
belonging to Ecuador. They abound in sea- 
tortoises, whence their name ; Islos de los Gala- 
pagos signifying the islands abounding in turtles, 

IsTHMirs. Derived from the Greek isthmos,^=a 
neck. An isthmus is a somewhat narrow neek 
of land joining two larger portions. 

Italy. Pirst called Hesperia by the Greeks, 
because situated to the west of themselves. At 
different periods it has borne various names; 
as Saturnia, from Saturn, who fled there from 
his son Jupiter; JEkotria, from the .JEnotri; 
and Ausonia, from the Ausones, one of its flrst 
nations. All these epithets were, however, 
superseded by that of Italia (about the time of 
Augustus), by which name the whole peninsula 
was subsequently designated. Some early writers 
derive Italia from Halus, a chiefrain of the 
-^notri ; while others deduce it from the Greek 
italos,'=-an ox, from the number of flne oxen 
which the country produced. But the Eoman 
historian, Mebuhr, says Italia means no more 
than the country of the Itali. 
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J. 

Japan. Is said to mean, in the Chinese language, 
the country of the ruing of the etm^ or, in other 
words, the east. 

Jekel-Ibmas. The modem name for the ancient 
Iris, a river of Pontus, in Asia. Itz=^Oreen 
River, 

JsBUSALEK. The metropolis of Palestine, and 
the seat of government in the time of David. 
It is usually supposed to be identical with 
Salem, of which Melchizedek, who lived in 
the time of Abraham, was king, b. c. 1913 
(Gen. xiv. 8 ; Heb. vii. 2). About five hun- 
dred years subsequently to this, it was in the 
possession of the Jehtisitee, and was invaded 
by the Israelites, under Joshua. Hence its 
name, Jehua-Salem, or Jerusalem, Some think 
it to signify Fear Stdem, on account of the 
great strength of the city ; others. They shall 
see Peace; and others, with a greater degree 
of probability, The Inheritance of Peace, In 
the inspired volume we find it variously alluded 
to as the Holy City (in reference to which the 
Greeks may have fashioned the name Hiero- 
solyma) ; the City of David; the City of God; 
the Sbly Mountain; the Moly Mill; the Throne 
of the Lord ; the Hou%e oj the Lox^ Qt^3i. ^? 



78 THE GEOGSAPHICAL 

Israel; the City of the Great King ; the Throne 
of Judgment ; the Throne of the Home of Da/vid; 
the City of Truth; the City of Defence, Sfc. 
The Hebrews call it Jeruschalem ; the Greeks 
and Eomans, HieroBoVyma ; and the Moham- 
medans, Kuddi%hy-=.lhe Holy, The Moham- 
medans also caU it the Lady of Kingdoms, The 
historian Herodotus speaks of it tinder the 
name of Cadytis, given in allusion to its 
holiness. 

JiHOON. A river in Asia, signifying j^o^. 

JoLT-BA. Means great river. It is the name given 
by the natives to the upper part of the river 
I^iger, in Africa; the lower part being called 
the Quorra. The upper portion was discovered 
by the celebrated African traveller, Mungo 
Park ; the lower, by the Landers. 

jTrriAin). One of the political divisions of Den- 
mark. Jutland:=the land of the Jutes, or Goths. 

Jungle. A name applied to a wilderness in the 
East Indies. The jimgles are noted for the 
dangerous sport of tiger-hunting, and for the 
fevers (called jungle fevers) which they 
engender. 

K. 

XiJLi. A populous city of Turkey m Asia, the 
name of which implies 6^00^ fortress; hurik^ 



\ 
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hlaei,'\'his8ar,:=za fortress. In fiill, it is called 
Afium JSTara JEKssar,:=zthe hiack castle of opium, 
firom the great quantity of opium made there. 

Kara. Koom means black sand : and is applied to a 
desert of Turkestan, in Asia. 

Kara Su. a tributary of the Euphrates, signify- 
ing hlaek water. 

KEBersLEir's JjJlsj>. Land in the south of the 
Indian Ocean, about 100 miles by 60. It re- 
ceived its name from its French discoverer ; but, 
on account of its vegetable destitution, and cold 
and rigorous climate. Captain Cook suggested 
that it should be called the Island of Desolation: 
It does not exhibit a single specimen of tree or 
shrub, although its distance from the equator in 
the southern hemisphere, corresponds with that 
of Midland Europe in the northern. 

Kekdal. In full, Kirkby Candale. Kirhhy is 
of Saxon origin, and Candale of British. 
Kirk^=ehurchy-\'hy=ia dwelling: can=ihead,+ 
dale:=:a valley. The adjunct Kirkby is now in 
disuse. 

KEi<rr. From the British word can, which=« head, 
or projection. 

KrwNArRD. A greatly elevated promontory of 
Scotland, meaning the head of the heights ; from 
the Celtic ceann,-=.a head, or headland. 

KiNasT0ir-02f-THAJiES. A imm oio. \)!aa ^j^-'oSsOwes^ 
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of the Thames, historically famous as a 
where many of the Anglo- Saxon kin^s 
crowned. 

Ejxdake. Prom the Celtic cill,^=ia churc 
hurying place, -\' dare, from the Irish doin 
oak. Hence also Berry, Cill is evidently 
the Latin cella, and enters very largely inl 
composition of Irish and Scotch topogra| 
nomenclature. Kill is the Anglicised fo 
the Irish coille, 

Kibeoth-Hattaavah. a station of the Israc 
on their journey to the Promised Land 
signifies the graves of Itist, and was a 
given in consequence of the surfeit of the Ii 
ites of quails, having fed there on thei 
" a whole month." 

Ejzil Xoom. Signifies red sand. It is a des 
Turkestan. 

Ktzil Ibmak. a river of historical impor 
(as having formed the natural boundary bet 
the Median and Lydian empires, &c.) v 
flows into the Black Sea on the south. Ii 
anciently called the JETalys, Ki%il Irmah 
river, 

KoNiGSBEBQ. A Celebrated city of Prussia, 
taining a university. Konigsherg answers 
cisely to our word Kingston, It was, at 
time, the capital of Prus^ 
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KoHiSTAK implies the hiU country, from the Per- 
sian koh,:=a hin,+8tan,^=a country, Kohistan 
is a division of Persia. 

Ktjbische hapf. An indentation of the coast-line 
of Prussia; sigoifying the haf, Jimen, or hay 
of the Cures, a people who dwelt on its shores. 

KxTBDiSTAir. One of the political divisions of 
Turkey in Asia, comprising the district formerly 
occupied hy the Assyrian empire. Xurdutan:= 
the country of the Kurds, 



L. 



Laa-lakd. Signifies low land ; and is the name 
of a ku? island, situate at the entrance of the 
Baltic Sea, belonging to Denmark. 

Lagook. This must not be confounded with lake ; 
for, as is well remarked by an eminent geogra- 
pher, "lakes owe their existence, independently 
of rain or snow, to springs and streams ; while 
lagoons are the result of the overflowing of 
rivers, the irruptions of the sea, or the infiltra- 
tion of water through the soil, whether of the 
sea- shore, or of rivers, or of large lakes." La- 
goons are, in general, shallow. If a lagoon be 
small, the name pond is often, though err^wA- 
ously, applied to it ; a -goiiSL, ^\xvR?Ct^ ^^•sS^kscmi,'* 
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being formed &'om surface drainage. Lagoons 
are (a) fluvial, (b) mediterranean, or (c) oceanic. 
Lagoon means, literally, a hig lake. 

Lagoon Islaj^ds. See Atolls. 

Lazes. A lake is a portion of water, of whatever 
extent, surrounded by land. When lakes have 
ajluents, but no outlet, they are generally salt, 
or brackish. The largest known of this class is 
the Caspian. Others of this class are those of 
Aral, the Dead Sea, and Chad, or Tchafl, in 
Africa. Some lakes neither receive, nor emit, 
streams; such are conjectured to be nothing 
more than the craters of extinct volcanoes. 
Some, again, emit, but do not receive, streams; 
these are fed by springs. But the most impor- 
tant class of lakes is that which both receives 
and emits rivers ; among this division may be 
enumerated the great lakes of North America, 
and Lake Baikal, in Asia. LaJce is derived from 
the Latin laem, and is cognate with loch, and httgh. 

Landes. a term, like jungle, rather local than 
descriptive ; being applied by the French to a 
tract of their country, near Bordeaux, in char- 
acter, not dissimilar to the heaths between the 
Ehine and Weser, in North Germany. These 
heaths are termed by the French, the ^'Landes 
de Bordeaux," or simply, the "Landes," 
^om the JPrench word lainde^ whioh=a heath, or 
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desert plain. The epithet Landes is often given hy 
the-Prench to similar spots in foreign countries. 

IiAonicEA CoMBUSTA. Laodicea is a name that 
was common to several cities of antiquity. 
Laodicea Comhtisfa was a city of Lycaonia, 
in Asia Minor, and is said to owe its name 
{CamhtMta) to the frequent breaking forth of 
subterranean fire in its vicinity. Laodicea ad 
Lytms, a city of Phrygta, took its specific term 
fi:om being situated on the Lycua, 

Ladbones. Some of the Polynesian Islands, dis- 
covered by the Portuguese navigator, Magellan, 
on March 6th, 1521. They obtained their name 
from the pilfering propensities of the inhabitants 
of these islands; Ladrone being derived from 
the Spanish word ladro,z=a thief. Subsequently, 
these islands were named Marian, in honor of 
queen Mary Anne, of Austria, the wife of 
Philip IV., king of Spain, he having ordered 
and directed their settlement. 

Latjenbeeg. a German duchy of Denmark, sig- 
nifying lion^a town; from the German l6we,=ia 
lion,-\'lerg,-=.a town, Henry the Lion built a 
castle in the neighbourhood. 

Lakge-field. Mountains of Scandinavia, mean- 
ing the long range. 

La Plata. A Kepublic in South America, named 
from the Rio de La P^ta, ot wer oj %\Vi)w . ^Vs* 
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is not unfrequently called the Argentine Bepub- 
lic, from the Latin arffentum,^=^ilver. 

Las Salinas. A sterile tract of country, — pro- 
ducing salt and saltpetre, — south and west of the 
Dolce, a river of South America. Zas Salinas 
=zsalt plains, 

Lambeth. In Surrey ; from lam,=:miul, or loah, 
+hithey^=a little port, or haven, Lambeth was 
formerly written Lambhithe, 

Latteentum. In ancient Italy; so named from 
its groves of lay-trees. 

Lavinium. a city of Latium, near the coast. It 
is said to have derived its name from Zavinia, 
who was married to JEneas, by whom it was 
founded. 

Lancastek. The fortified place on the river Zwfw. 

La Manche. The name by which the English 
Channel is designated by the Prench, and by 
the people of the continent generally. Za 
Manche=:The Channel. 

Latixtm:. a division of antiquity, in Italy, which 
received its name from its king Zatinus. 

Lebanon. Mountain ranges in Syria ; the name 
being derived from the whiteness, either of the 
cretaceous cliffs, or of the snow upon the sum- 
mits. By way of distinction, the easternmost 
range of the two was called Anti-Zehanon, 
evidently preserved under its present title, 
t/^M Xibnan, 
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Lbicestbe. The fortified place on the Leivy the 
ancient' name of the river Soar/ 

Leitcate. a promontory in the south-western 
extremity of Leucas (now Santa Maura), famous 
for having been, in antiquity, the lovers' leap. 
Sappho, it is said, was the first to try the remedy 
of the leap, when enamoured of Phaon. Leucate 
rock probably takes its name from its white ap- 
pearance ; the Greek leukoa meaning white. 

Lettci Mountains. In Creta, now Crete; deriving 
their name from the Greek leuko8,^white ; be- 
cause, at a distance, these mountains present 
the appearance of white clouds. 

Levant. The name applied not only to the 
eastern part of the Mediterranean Sea, but also 
to the countries adjacent to it. Levant is from 
the French Zevante,^Lthe east. The harbours 
of the Levant countries are termed Scale di 
Zevante,=:the stairs of the east. 

Lewes. The county town of Sussex. It is de- 
rived from the Anglo-Saxon lesweSy^pasture. 
Lewes is memorable as having been the scene 
of a battle between the troops of Henry III., 
and those of the barons under Simon de Mont- 
fort, earl of Leicester, a. d. 1264. 

Lena. A slu>ggish river in Asia, rising in the 
Yablonnoi mountains, and emptying itseK into 
the Arctic Ocean. Lena^a ftlucj^cvrd* 
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Leewabd. Signifies towards the lee, tliat is, from 
the wind. The name is applied to some of the 
Lesser Antilles, in the West Indies. 

Libya. "Was that part of Africa (although, at a 
more subsequent period, all AMca was called 
Libya,) which lies opposite to Greece ; and was 
a district well known to the Greeks, in conse- 
quence of the north wind, which hardly ever 
blew with any violence without dashing some 
of their vessels on its shores* Those who were 
thus driven to other than their native soil, soon 
discovered that the people, among whom they 
were cast, called themselves Libyes ; hence the 
Greeks named the country Libyan in which they 
were followed by several of the Latin writers. 

LiBEEiA. On the western coast of AMca, estab* 
lished by some United States citizens as a place 
whither freed negroes might resort. It comes 
from the Latin liber, '=fr ee ; and means i^efree 
state. Its capital, Monrovia, was named in honor 
of a Mr. Monro, president of the TJ. S. republic. 

Lincoln. Called, by the Romans, Lindum Colonia; 
from the Celtic lyn,=za deep poolf-^-dinaSy^za 
hill ;+ the Latin colonia, =i a colony ; thus mean- 
ing, the colony on the hill near the water (of the 
"Witham). 

LiTTOEAL. A term implying bordering on the sea. 
Littoral provinces are such as border on the 
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sea : hence, the Hungarian provinces are termed, 
by way of eminence, ^^The Liitorale" The term 
littoral is also synonymous with sea-hoard, 

LiYADiA. Livadta was so called from Lehadia, a 
town of Bceotia, and is now applied to that part 
of Greece that lies to the north of the Isthmus. 

Llaii^os. Applied to those immense plains of 
South America that stretch, with little inter- 
ruption, over an area of country, amounting to 
more than 20,000 square miles, from the moun- 
tains along the coast of the Caribbean Sea^ to 
the sources of the Guaviare on the west, and 
the mouths of the Orinoco on the east. The 
word llam)8=level yields, or plains, 

London. ISTumerous conjectures have been made 
with regard to the etymology and meaning of 
this name. "We may rest assured, however, 
that it is of British, and not of Roman, origin. 
Two very important etymologies have been ad- 
vanced : — (1) that which makes it come from 
lin, or lyn,^=-a deep pool,+dina8,^a hill, or 
toivn ; thus meaning the town near the pool, or 
water; and (2) that which, with greater claim to 
attention, derives it from lhong,-=.8hip8,-\-dun, 
or thun, which is equivalent to the Saxon word 
toton; meaning, in this case, the town of ships, or, 
totpnfor ships; for there is every probability that 
the spot was greatly frequented b'^ ^'^'^ Sa- 
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consequence of its excellent position, — a fsict 
which, with others, has made London the 
metropolis of the world. 

Leten. a loch in Scotland, signifying smooth, al- 
though the lake is subject to some disturbances. 

LoEETTO. In Italy; famous for its holy house, 
which, it is said, was brought by angels from 
Kazareth. Loretto derived its name from one 
Lauretta, the lady on whose land the house 
stood. 

Louisiana. One of the United States of America, 
so named after Louis XIV., of France. 

LuNiE MoNTEs=:the mountains of the moon. It is 
still preserved in the modem name Jebel Komri, 
which has the same meaning. The name is, 
however, entirely ficticious, when represented 
as applying to a chain of mountains running 
across the continent of Africa. The Mountains 
of the Moon, properly so called, stretch along the 
eastern side of the same continent. 

Lycaonia. a district of Asia Minor, which de- 
rived its name from Lycaon, an Arcadian, who 
settled there with a band of colonists, and 
founded a city, to which he imparted his name. 

Ltcopolis. a city of IFpper Egypt, signifying the 
city of wolves ; and so named from the extraor- 
dinary worship there paid to wolves ; the Greek 
Mos meaning a wolf 
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Mabiaka. An ancient town on the eastern coast 
of Corsica, colonized by Marius, a celebrated 
Ex)man. 

^Macedonia. A country of antiquity, to the west 
of Thrace, now forming part of Turkey in Eu- 
rope. It is said to have been so named either from 
Macedoy a son of Jupiter, and the founder of 
their nation ; or from Macedon, a descendant, 
some pretend, of Deucalion. 

Macbis. The most ancient name of the island of 
JS'egropont. It was so called from the Greek 
makro8f'=hngy in consequence of its great 
length. The modem term, Negropont, is made 
by a series of corruptions from Eurvpm, by 
which name the ancients designated the strait 
between it and the mainland. 

Madeiras. African Islands in the Atlantic Ooean, 
in the possession of Portugal. Madeira is the 
chief island of the group, and signifies the woody 
from the great number of trees found on it when 
first discovered by the Portuguese, in 1419. 
Madera is the Portuguese word for timber. In 
order to clear the island of this wood, it was set 
on fire, and it is said to have been seven years 
before the whole was consumed. Madeira is 
also the name of a river in South America^ 
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2,000 miles in length, and is of the same 
derivation. 

Magab, Magaraf or Magalia, were names applied 
to an important suburb of the ancient Carthage, 
and were of Punic origin, implying new dty. 
The Greeks altered these epithets to Mega/ra, 
and translated it by j^eapolt8y=ia new city. 

Maldites. a number — ^upwards of a thousand — 
of small islands and reefs, forming a chain 500 
miles in length, but never attaining a greater 
breadth than 50 miles. They lie in the Indian 
Ocean. In the Maldive language, mal,:=a 
ihoti8andf+dwa,=an island, 

Mabah. The word marah:=.UUer. It was at this 
place that, in their journeyings, the Israelites 
met with the hitter water which was miracu- 
lously sweetened. 

Mahanxtddy. An important river of Hindostan, 
signifying the great river; from maha,=great, 
+ nuddy, =iriver, 

Matto Gkosso. a province of Brazil, meaning 
great forest. 

Mabquesas. a definite cluster of thirteen ijslands 
in Polynesia. Four of these were discovered 
by Mendena, in 1596, who so named them in 
honor of the viceroy of Peru, Marquesas do 
Mendom. In 1776, Captain Cook discovered 
another island of this group ; and, in 1796, the 
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Americans fhe rest, by whom they were called 
the Wa8hington Islands, 

MAoeioBS Lake. Derived from major, which= 
greater. 

Uaidstoitb. In full, Medway-ston, or the town on 
the river Medway, Ton comes from the Anglo- 
Saxon tynan^-zrio hedge, or wall in, or to enclose. 

Majobca. The largest of the Balearic Isles, in the 
Mediterranean ; from major, :=^gr eater. 

Mabmoba. a European sea, so called from an 
island in it containing an abundance of marble: 
marmaros being the Greek word for marble. 

Malacca. In the East Indies ; so called because 
built by the Malays. 

Matjbitania. a country in Africa, now called 
Fez and Morocco. Mawritania'=-the country of 
one from the west; mahur, or maur,'=:one from 
the west, it being to the west of Carthage and 
Phoenicia. Some authors derive the name of 
the country from the black or tawny skins of 
the inhabitants, compared with the fair com- 
plexion of the southern Europeans. 

MAtTRiTnrs. Thirty miles to the north-east of 
Bourbon, in the Indian Ocean. It received its 
name from Maurice, prince of Orange, and was 
so designated by the Dutch, by whom it was 
discovered in 1598. While held by the French, 
however, it was called the Isle of Ftwm^^ 
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Maeyland. One of the "United States of America, 
so denominated by Lord Baltimore, in honor of 
Henrietta Ma/ria^ queen of Charles I. Baltimore 
was the founder of the colony. 

Malaysia. A grand division of Oceanica, so cal- 
led because peopled by Malaya, 

Magekoe. An island off Norway, exceedingly 
meagre and bare ; hence its name, which signifies 
meagre island. 

Maynooth. a town in Ireland, containing two 
colleges for Roman Catholic students ; the one 
intended for students for the Romish Church, 
the other for lay students of the same persua- 
sion. Maynooth is derived from the Irish magh, 
=2 a plain, and means the plain of Nuadhat, or 
iVbwi. Nuadhat was king of Leinster in the 
third century. In Irish, Maynooth is written 
Magh Nuadhat, 

Magellan's Steaits. Between Patagonia and 
Tierra del Fuego. They were discovered in 
1520, by Ferdinando Magellan, a Portuguese, in 
the service of Spain. 

Maech-land, or the Maeches ; was the mark-land, 
or land where the boundary marks stood. It is 
synonymous with border-land. Originally, the 
JSarls of March were those nobles appointed by 
the sovereign to defend the marches between 
^jQ^Iand and Wales against the Welsh. Mar*- 
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quia, and the German Margrave, are titles 
similar to each other in point of dignity ; being 
derived from the word Marches, as the first 
Marquises were appointed defenders of the 
march-land. 

Meditebbanean. a term applied to seas every 
where surrounded hy land, except at its imme- 
diate entrance, as the Baltic, the Eed Sea, and 
the ** Mediterranean,** so called, par excellence. 
It comes from the Latin mediu8,'=.the middle, -{- 
terra,=land; being, as it were, in the middle of 
the land, 

Methone. a city of antiquity, on the west coast 
of Messenia, that derived its name from Mothon, 
which formed the breakwater of its harbour. 
Tradition says that Methone was derived from 
Mothone, the daughter of ^neas. 

Mesopotamia. The Greek name, — from me8ds,=. 
middle, or between, '^potamo8,:=a river, — for the 
country between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates. 
This title did not come into use till after the 
Macedonian conquest of Asia. It is called in 
Scripture, Aram-Ii/aharaim,^Aram, (or SyriaJ 
between the rivers. Physically, Mesopotamia 
was divided into two parts : — [N'orthern and 
Southern. The northern division was particu- 
larly fertile, and was therefore called, by the 
Hebrews, ^^ Fadan-Aram^** or /ert\U S»'^'t\o.. 
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Mesopotamia is now called, by the Arabs, '^Al- 
Jezira"z=The Island. 

Media. A kingdom of antiquity in Asia, so 
called from the Medea, the posterity of Madia, 
a descendant of Shem. 

Memphis was a famous city of Egypt, on the left 
side of the Nile. It is said to have received 
its appellation from a Nymph, named Memphis. 
Menes was built, at a very early date, by Menes; 
and is called in Scripture, Nbph. 

Mebom, Watebs of. This name, applied to the 
reservoir of the Jordan, not far from its source, 
is first mentioned in Joshua, in connection with 
the account given of Jabin, king of Hazor. It 
is said to mean hi^h waters, and occupies the 
highest position of any portion of the Jordan, 
being 100 feet above the level of the Mediter- 
ranean ; while the Sea of Galilee and the Dead 
Sea, are 845 feet, and 1350 below the same level 
respectively. 

Melbose. a poetic form of Mulross, which=the 
bald, or hare promontory, or peninsula, Melrose 
is derived from the Celtic w<w/,=a hold, or hwe 
head,+ros,=a promontory, or peninsula. 

Mebton. In Surrey, and signifies the town on the 
lake, pool, or ma/rsh. Topographical names of 
like signification, are those of Mereton, in Ox- 
fordahhe; Morton, in Devonshire ; and Merdon, 
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in Wiltshire ; all of which are but different 
forms of the Anglo-Saxon Meretun,=sechtoumf 
mere (A. S.) meaning position on or near water. 

Mebsey. Literally, the sea island ; as Mersey y in 
Essex. It comes iroxn. the Anglo-Saxon mere^ 
+ea, or ei/,=an island. 

Mexico. Said to be so named from MexitUf the 
god of war of the Mexicans when first 
discovered by the Spaniards. 

Mississippi - MissoTJKi. The largest river in 
the world, formed by the confluence, in the 
neighbourhood of St. Louis, of the Mississippi 
and Missouri, of which the latter is the main 
branch. Mississippi means great river, or father 
of waters, and has its source in Lake Itasca, or 
Lac la Biche of the Prench. The Missouri, 
which means mitd river, owing to its turbid 
character, rises, in three streams, in the Eocky 
Mountains. As the Mississippi-Missouri tra- 
verses more degrees of latitude than any other 
river of America, it exhibits, consequently, 
greater contrasts in climate and vegetation; 
while, for instance, at its southern point, 
tropical plants predominate, at its northern, 
pines are very numerous. 

Middlesex. Signifies the country of the Middle' 
Saxons. It stood between JSssex (the Saxons 
on the JEast), Sussex (those on the South\ axLd. 
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Wessex (or the West Saxons) ; hence its name. 

Minorca. One of the Balearic Isles. Minorca 
is from the Latin minor y'=iess (See Majoeca). 

Mountain. See Hill. 

MoxTTH. ISTearly synonymous with the French 
embouchure, implying, as referring to rivers, the 
opening by which they are entered, or by 
which their waters are discharged. The point 
of difference between the significations of the 
two terms may be illustrated by the following : 
— when we talk of the ^^ mouth of the river," 
we designate the country about the mouth of 
the river, although the French term embouchure, 
as used by them, would have reference more 
particularly to the water. 

Monte Santo. A celebrated mountain in Greece, 
formerly named Athos. Monte 8anto,'=\hQ Holy 
or Sacred Mount. It was said, by the ancients, 
to have cast its shadow upon the Island of 
Lemnos, a distance of thirty-eight miles, and 
some even affirm that it was thrown much further. 

MoBEA. Derives its name either from the fancied 
resemblance between it and the {moros, or) leaf 
of the mulberry-tree ; or from the vast numbers 
of these trees found here. 

Moscow. So called because situated on the river 
Moskva, near the centre of Russia, in Europe. 
It was formerly the metropolis of Bussia. 



i 
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Mosul, A town in the Middle Tigris, where 
muslin (or moauline) was first manufactured. 

MoNTSEKEAT. One of the Leeward Islands, in 
the "West Indies, so named from its rugged ap- 
pearance. Mont8errat=saw -shaped mountain. 

MoLTON, South. A toum in Devonshire, on the 
MqIb, an affluent of the Tawe. It signifies the 
south town on the Mole. 

MoNMOTJTH. Stands at the junction of the rivers 
Munnow and Wye. 

Mouitt's Bat. In Cornwall ; a hai/ deriving its 
name from St MichaeVs Mount, a rocky pro- 
montory insulated at high water, and having 
on its summit the remains of an ancient chapel, 
the tower of which rises to the height of about 
250 feet. 



N. 



Nattpactus. a city of ancient Greece, which is 
said to have derived its name from the fact of 
the HeraclidsB, or descendants of Hercules, 
having there constructed the fleet which conveyed 
them across the Peloponnesus. Nam (Gr.)=: 
a 8hipy+pSgnumi,z=.to construct. 

Naze. Signifies a projection of land into the sea; 
as*' the Ifa%e," properly so called ; Dvaige-ness; 
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Orford-n^9; &c. It is of like meaning with 
no88, ne88, nae8, and na8e. 

Nagpook. Means the town of 8erpent8 : pooTy or 
porey=4i dwelling y or town. I^agpoor is a city 
of Hindostan. 

Nachshivak-. The name of a city in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mount Ararat, which the Ar- 
menians believe to be the oldest in the world, 
and which, they say was built by Noah, im- 
mediately after quitting the ark. It comes from 
nach, =<? 8}iipf -1- schivan, ^=:8tandmff fast 

NANrKiNG=<A« south cotirt; nan meaning 80uth,+ 
Mng,=^court. 

Naples. A contraction of Neapolis^ formed of 
nea^-^^neWf+poliSy^^a city. 

Natjplia. a sea-port town of Greece, and, like 
Naples, a contracted form of Newpol%8. It is 
written in full, Napoli di Romania. 

Natal. Vasco de Gama, a Portuguese, thus 
named this coast, when he discovered it, because 
that event happened on the day of Nativity, or 
Christmas Day. 

Needles. Projecting peaks that are very high 
are called needles, as those in the Isle of Wight ; 
these peaks have, however, no other resemblance 
to a needle than that of being pointed. The 
Germans call them horns; the French, teeth. 

NEwrouKDLAND. This island £rst became known 



WOSD*EXPOSITOS. 99 

to the English through Cabot, in the latter 
part of the fifteenth century, who, on his 
discovery of it, gave it the name of New-found^ 
land. Prior to its discovery by Cabot, New- 
foundland had been known to some Icelandic 
and Greenland colonists, who recognised it, 
with the district adjoining, under the name of 
BaccalaoSy an Indian title signifying cod-JUkf 
for which it is famous. 

Newcastle. In Northumberland ; so named from 
a castle built by Robert, son of "William the 
Conqueror. Before this, it was called Monk- 
Chester, owing to its numerous monastic estab- 
lishments. Newcastle is also the name of one 
of the chief towns in New South Wales, on 
the coast, and about eighty miles to the north 
of Sydney. It was so named (from Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne) in consequence of the coal found 
in its neighbourhood. 

Neuchatel. The name given to a lake of Switz- 
erland answering to Newcastle. 

Neuseedel. Another Alpine lake, also synonymous 
with Newcastle. 

Nedsjed. a division of Arabia, signifying high land. 

New Amsteedam. The Dutch gave this name to 
New York, from the chief town of their own 
country. It was called New York in honor of 
the Luke of York, afterwards James II. 
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NiNETEH. The Nineveh of Scripture was tfettle^ 
by Ninm, by whom also it was built. It was 
situated on the east bank of the Tigris. It 
appears that, at a later period, another city of 
the name of Ninus arose in this neighbourhood, 
but we have no means of ascertaining whether 
or not it was built on the site of the former one. 

Nile. This river was called by the Hebrews 
Nachal, or Nahalf-=the river. It probably owes 
its name to the circumstance of its bringing 
down vast quantities of slime or mtid; from the 
Greek nean ilun,-=.new mud. It was the largest 
river of which the ancients had any knowledge. 

NiLAB. One of the names of the river Indus, 
signifying Hue water ; from m7,=Jto,+ai,= 
water. 

NiLGHEKEiES. Applied to some mountains in 
Hindostan. Nil^herrie8=hlue mountains; nil 
meaning blue, and^m, or gJterry, a mountain, 
or hill. 

IN'iGEiTiA. The country of the Negroes. It is also 

called Soudan, or, in full, Beled-el-Soudan. 

In the eastern part of Nigritia, however, much 

of the population consists of Arab or Berber 

descent. 

NiEirwvELD. A mountain in Cape Colony, 10,000 
feet high. Nieuwveld, in Dutch, =:JVi^e^ Forest. 

I^'oBDENFiELDS. One of the principal districts 
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into which Norway is divided, including the 
provinces of Bergen and Brontheim. It signifies 
the northern range of hills. 

NoEELAio). Also a division of Norway, comprising 
the bailiwick, or country, of that name, and 
Pinland, or Norwegian Lapland. It means the 
north land, 

Nod. The land referred to by this name was an 
antediluvian one, in connexion with the history 
of Cain. It was probably some desert region 
not far from Edom. It appears, nevertheless, 
that the fugitive Gain had some settled abode 
here, in which he built a city, and called it 
after the name of his son, Enoch, Nod=^removal, 
or exile, or the land of exile or banishment, 

NossA Senhoea. In South America, the chief 
town of the maritime province of San Catharina. 
Nossa 8enhora=^our lady; and is written at 
length Nossa Senhora do Destorro, 

NoEwicH. From the A. S. nord,=north,+wio 
=a dwelling. It was most likely so named to 
distinguish it from Sudhury, or South town, 

NoETHAMPTON. Derived from the A. S. nord= 
north,+ham,=?ioniej'\-ton,=za town,; in contra- 
distinction to Southampton. 

NoKFOLK. From (A. S.) nord,=north,+folc,= 
people, 

NoBTHTJMBEELAND. Signifies land north of tha 



102 THE eEOGEAPHICAL 

HuMBEB ; and tliougli so restricted now, the 
name was applied to the Anglo-Saxon kingdom 
which extended from the Humber to the Forth. 

NoTTiN^GHAM is probably a contracted form of 
Siwtenga-ham, or the home among caves, which 
are very numerous about the town. 

NovGOEOD. A city of Russia, replaced in the 
topography of our own country by the word 
Newton. It comes from novo=new,+gorod,=a 
town, 

Nova ZEKSLk=new land, 

Nova Scotia means New Scotland, 

NoEDKTN. Derived from the A. S. nord, and sig- 
nifies the north head, or cape, 

NoEWAT. Called Norge by the natives. Norway 
=the north kingdom, 

NuMiniA. An ancient country of Africa, identical 
with the modem Algiers and Biledulgerid ; the 
inhabitants of which were called Nomades, or 
Numidce, on account of being a wandering ^a»- 
^ora/ people. 



0. 

Oases. The name by which those fertile spots in 
the midst of an arid and parched desert are 
designated. 
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OcEAK. A term signifying, in its largest accepta- 
tion, the whole body of water by which our 
earth is enveloped, including the seas, rivers, 
&c. In a more restricted sense, it is used to 
denote particular portions of the aqueous globe, 
which have received different names according 
to their position. 

OcEANiCA. This epithet is given as a general one 
for including all the islands in the South 
Pacific Ocean ; comprising Australia, Malaysia, 
and Polynesia. 

(Egbus. The river Hebrus (now the Maritza) was 
denominated the (EgruBy or (Eagrim, after a 
Thracian king of the same name ; or from the 
little stream (Eagriusy the waters of which fiir- 
nish the streams of the Hebrus. 

(Enoe. The place in which (EneuSf king of Caly- 
don, in JEtolia, was buried by Diomede. It 
was situated in Argolis. 

(Ekotbia. a country of antiquity, along the 
south-east coast of Italy, and so named from an 
ancient race called the (Enotri, whose country, 
when first made known to the early Greeks, 
contained an abundance of vines. The Greek 
oinoa = wine ; (Enotria, therefore, = wine 
land. 

Open. Another name {oven) for Buda, in 
Hungary, given in allusion to its hot sprinqa. 
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Ohsk. a town and fortress of Eussia, on the 
river Om, 

On. Called, by the Greeks, Seliopolis, or the city 
of the sun. It contains an obelisk of red granite, 
70 ft. high, and 6^ ft. broad at its base, near 
Matartch, a village about six miles north-east 
of Cairo, and signifying fresh-water, a name 
taken from the ancient /(mn^a/n of the sun. The 
meaning is still retained in its present title, 
Ain Shems. 

Opoeto. Signifies the port. Its chief trade is in 
wine, especially in port wine. 

Obanqe River. A river in South Africa (other- 
wise called Gariep). It was called the Orange 
river by the Dutch, in honor of the Souse of 
Orange, and not in reference to the color of its 
waters. 

Outlet. The efluent by which a stream dis- 
charges its waters. 

OxFOED. Formerly, Oxna-ford; or the ford (from 
faran,'=.to go) of oxen. 



P. 

Pampas. Those very extensive desert regions to 
the south of the Amazons. The varieties of its 
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surface are shingle, sand, herbage, and saline 
streams and pools. The word signifies fiaU^ or 
treeless plains, and is a native name. 

Pabts Moitntain. a rich metalliferous mountain 
in Anglesea, containing a large bed of copper, 
and some lead ore and green marble. The term 
comes from the WelBh. praoSf=hrass, 

Pass. An abbreviation of passage ; and means a 
narrow path, opening, or avenue. It is more 
particularly applied to those inflections in the 
ridge line of a chain of mountains, which admit 
of its being crossed in that part. In the French 
langueige, col,:=a pass ; in the Pyrenees, pass 
becomes partes ; and in the Jura, pertitcs. 

Palica . In Sicily, a city of antiquity; said to have 
derived its name from the twin deities in 
Grecian mythology, Paltci, who had an oracle 
there. 

Palmyra. A famous city of Asia, in an oasis of 
the Syrian desert, and about half way between 
the rivers Orontes and Euphrates. It signifies 
the same as its oriental appellation fTadmorJ, 
viz., the place or city of palm trees. Palmyra 
gave name to the district that surrounded it, 
which was called Pdlmyrene, 

Palestine. Derived its name from the Philistosi, 
who inhabited the south-west part of the 
country, since known by that title. 
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Pabofomisus MouNTAOfs. A name that was given 
by the Macedonians to the mountains now cal- 
led the Hindoo Koosh, in Asia, out of compli- 
ment to Alexander the Great. 

Palk Steait. Derived its title from a Dutch 
navigator of that name. The strait is about 60 
miles across. 

Paradise. Hughes, in his very excellent work 
on " Scripture Geography and History," says 
that "all the resources of literature, of philology, 
and of historical research, have been put into 
requisition to fix its geographical position, but 
without success." In Arabic, Faradi8e=:ideU^ht, 
tenderness, loveliness. 

Payan Ghaut. Means helow the passes, or the 
maritime lowlands. See Bala Ghaut. 

Palmas Cape, or Caho das Falmas=thB eape of 
palm trees, and receives its name from a tall in- 
digenous pahn, the Borassm JEthiopium, of 
which the country around the cape contains 
immense groups. 

Papua. Fapua is derived from the Malay, sig- 
nifying crisp-haired. Under the appellation of 
Tanna Fapua, or the land of the crisp-haired, are 
included New Guinea, and the adjacent islands. 

Paha&catta. In South Australia ; so called from 
being situated on a river of that name, about 
£fteen miles from Sydney. 
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^ANAHA. An Indian name implying tnttd JUh^ 
from the abundance found on the coast. 

^ACiFic OcEAK. From the Latin pactficu8,= 
peaceful. The name was given by the Spaniards, 
because, when they entered it, after having been 
beaten about in the Atlantic, they found it to 
be much more tranquil. 

*A8 BE Calais. The name by which the French 
know the Straits of Dover. It means the 
Straits of Calais. 

^EATL is the summit of a mountain, whether the 
latter be isolated, or form part of a chain. 

i*ENiNsrLA literally means almost an island, or 
land almost surrounded by water. 

^ETTCETiA was a mountainous district of Apulia, in 
Italy, named after JPeucetiui, son of Lycaon, 
king of Arcadia, who, with his brother (Enotrus, 
migrated to Italy long before the siege of Troy. 

^ELOETTs. Now Cape Faro, one of the immense 
promontories of Sicily, not far from the coast of 
Italy. It is said to have received its name 
from Pelorus, pilot of the ship which conveyed 
Hannibal from Italy. 

^elttsktm:. a town of ancient Egypt, standing at 
the entrance of one of the months of the Nile, 
called, in consequence, Pelusian. Pelusium is 
derived from the Greek ^^/o«,=ww<?, in allusion 
to its situation among the marshes. 
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Pelopoiwesxts. The name which was given by 
the ancients to the peninsula of Greece. It 
signifies the island of Pelops, from nesoa (Greek), 
=a« isIandf+Pelops, who, having married 
Hippodamia, daughter of the king of Pisa in 
Elis, ultimately became so powerful, that he 
imparted his name to the peninsula of Greece. 
Before this time it was called Apia, from Apis, 
a son of Apollo ; and Plasgia, from the Pelasgi, 
It is now called the Moeea. 

Peecea. a division of Syria, the designation of 
which is derived from the Greek p^ran,=. 
leyond, because it was situated, — ^with respect 
to Greece, — heyond the Jordan. The appellation 
was originally applied to the whole of the dis- 
trict extending along the eastern side of that 
river ; but, after the return of the Jews from 
the Babylonian captivity, the term became 
limited in signification. 

Petra was a city of Arabia, and gave name to the 
country called Arabia Petrtsea, Petra was only 
attainable on one side, because it was surrounded 
by rocks ; hence its name. A rocky fortress in 
Sogdiana, which was taken by Alexander the 
Great, was also called Petra, It was particu- 
larly known as Oxi Petra, in consequence, pro- 
bably, of its proximity to the Oxus, Petra was 
likewise the name of a fortress on Mount 

JScemug, 
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Pentapolis. a district in Africa, and a desert 
region, represented by the modem Barca. 
FentapoUB^=ihe five cities, and included the five 
cities of Cyrene (with its port Apollonia), 
Berenice, Barce, Ptolemais, and Dema. Cyrene 
for some time maintained the superiority. 
These flourishing Grecijm colonies gradually 
decayed," until they were entirely devastated in 
616, by the Persian emperor, Chosroes, who 
overran the northern territory of Africa as far 
west as Tunis. Pentapolis was moreover ap- 
plied to "the j^t;^ cities^* of the Philistines, viz., 
Ascalon, Azotus (or the Old Testament Ashdod), 
Ekron, Oath, and Guza. 

St. Petkrsbtjeo received its name from Peter the 
Great, who founded it in 1703. It is one of the 
most splendidly-built cities in Europe. 

Petkopaulouske. a port of Asiatic Russia, on the 
shore of the Pacific Ocean, meaning the port of 
Peter and Paul, 

Pkrgamos. Pergamos is about sixty-four miles to 
the north-east of Smyrna, and eighteen or 
twenty from the sea. It became, about two- 
and-a-half centuries before the Christian era, 
the residence of the celebrated kings of Attains, 
and an important seat of literature and the arts. 
The library of Pergamos was increased by king 
Eumenes so much, that ita yobu&&% t^sss^^^rses^ 
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two hundred thousand. As yet, the Papyrus 
shrub had not been exported from Egypt, 
therefore sheep and goats' skins were used as 
manuscripts, after having, of course, been 
prepared for that purpose. The art of preparing 
these MSS. was brought to such perfection at 
FergamoSy that they, from that circumstance, 
obtained the name oi Pergainene,-=iparehmefdy or 
Charta Pergamena. Pergamos was one of the 
seven churches of Asia. 

Veeinq, The capital of the Chinese empire. It 
signifies the northern court ; pe meaning norths 
'■\-king,=^court. Peking was so called to distin- 
guish it from NAjf KINO, or the southern court. 

Peshan. a volcano in the centre of Asia, imply- 
ing white mountain. It was also called Mb-shan, 
or Jire mountain. A town near it was named 
JETo'Chew, or fire city. 

pEimiNE. This term, applied to a chain of heights 
stretching from the Cheviot Hills to the Peak in 
Derbyshire, is derived from the Celtic hwum, 
which means a hill, mountain, or promontory. 

Pennigent. a mountain of the Pennine Chain. 
It is a corruption ef Pen-y-gwynt, which=the 
windy mountain. The root oi gujynt is evidently 
the Latin ventua. 

Pentadactylon. The ancient Mount Taygetus, in 
Greece. It signifies the five fingered mountain, 
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and was so named from its shape. Pentadactylon 
comes from the Queok pmtey=:five,'\-da]ctvJto8,^= 
a finger, 

Peesia. So named from Fare or Faraistan, a pro- 
vince of Persia, anciently called Perais* Persia 
is called Iran by the natives. 

pENNSTLVAifiA. One of the United States of 
North America, meaning the wood of Fenn; 
from 8i/lva,=taood,+Fenn,=itB quaker founder. 

Penshtjest. Signifies the hur8t,={ihe A. S. for) 
wood, of the hill, or mountain. 

Philippopolis. a city of Thrace, on the Hebrus, 
founded by Philip, father of Alexander. Being 
situated in an immense plain, on a mountain 
with three summits, it acquired the name of 
Trimontium, 

Phxlippi. Also a city of Thrace, north-east of 
Amphipolis, founded by Philip of Macedon. 
It is rendered for ever interesting as the place 
at which St. Paul first preached the gospel in 
Europe ; and for the epistle by the same apostle 
to the Philippian converts. 

Phtegia. a district of Asia Minor, which is 
said to have derived its name from the Greek 
phrugo,=fo scorch, owing to the volcanic or 
lumt-up appearance of its surface. 
V Phoenicia stretched along the coast of Syria, 
from the river Eleutheras ouths ^Qt^^\j^''^c^ 
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river Chorseus, at the foot of Monnt Carmel, 
on the south. It was, therefore, only thirty- 
five geographical miles long. The name PJuenida 
is of Grecian, and not of Oriental, origin, and 
was bestowed upon that country by the Greeks, 
from the number of palm-trees that the district 
yielded; from (Qt.) phointx,=a palm- free, thus 
making Phcenieia^^^the land of palm-trees. Others, 
however, derive Phcmicia from the Gr. phoinix, 
=purple, in which case it means the land of 
purple dye, in allusion to the famous crimson or 
purple of Tyre. 

Pisa was a town of Elis, founded by Fisus, grand- 
son of JEolus. Fisa gave name to that part of 
Elis called Fisastris, which was traversed by 
the Alpheus after its junction with the Ery- 
manthus. 

Pi-hahiboth:. This place is interesting as con- 
nected with the Exode of the Israelites from 
Egypt. Dr. Kitto says, '* with respect to pi- 
ha-JSiroth, it is to be observed that the word 
pi, mouth, is separate in the original, and the 
ha is the indefinite article. Now," he con- 
tinues, " as proper names carry no articles in 
the Hebrew, hiroth, or rather chtroth, must be 
regarded, not as a proper name, but as a sub- 
stantive, and we must search for its meaning 
accordingly.^' It indicates something ''cutting 
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deep into the land ; " hence a mUey, d^e, or 
pass. 

Piedmont. In Italy; and means the country- 
lying at the foot (z=^pied) of the (Alps) moun- 
tains f^=montJ, 

Plains are surfaces that present (although often 
more or less undulated) a peculiarly monotonous 
aspect, such, for instance, as the Llanos of 
South America. Some plains are high, as that 
of Quito ; and others low, as the great plains to 
the north of the Caspian Sea, and those to the 
south of the Baltic. The high plain of Quito, 
however, should properly be regarded as a 
plateau, or table land, 

Platbau. This term, the same as table land, is 
applied to those portions of the earth's surface, 
the general leyel of which is raised more or less 
above the country by which they are surrounded. 
The flat top of a mountain is not un&equently 
called & plateau or platform, 

Pltmotjth Bbeakwateb. This huge structure, 
which extends across the harbour, leaving 360 
feet on the east, and 1,800 on the west side, 
breaks the force of the water, and prevents it 
dashing into the harbour. It is composed of 
large blocks of limestone, and is altogether about 
a mile in length. 

Pltmotjth, New, was so named by the celebraitfi^ 
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migrim Fathers, in 1620, in grateful remei 
brance of the hospitality they received at t 
last European i)ort at wWch they touched. 

Point. A term applied to the extremity of 
promontory. 

Pool. A concayity in the earth's surface fill 
with water by means of springs or runni 
water, wherein it differs from a 

Poin), which is an isolated collection of water 
surface drainage, and which is, consequent 
seldom oy never wholesome. It is worthy 
remark, that the rivers of Australia present, 
certain seasons, nothing but chains of pools a 
streams, or water holes. Care must be tak( 
however, not to confound these chains w 
chains of small lakes continuously connected 
a stream running through all, and which i 
Germanjs call a chaplet-river. 

PoBTS are harbours used as places for carrying 
commercial transactions, where cargoes ; 
bargained for, &c. 

PoKPHTKis. A Grecian island, now called Ceri 
It is said to have received the name Forph^ 
from the great abundance of pwrple fish fon 
on its shores. Forphyri8^=.\hQ Greek word 
pur J le, 

PoBTUGAL derives its name from ^or^,=:a|wr^ ( 
a place from or to which any thing is mttmi 
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+ Cale (now Gaya),=a town at tlie moutli of 
the Douro. 

Polynejjia. One of the tripartite divisions of 
Occanica, signifying many islands; ^om the 
Qreek polit8,=imant/,+n^sos,:=zan island. 

PoNTUs EuxcsTTS. The ancient name of the Black 
Sea. It was first denominated axenos, or inhos^ 
pitable; but when, by intercourse with the 
Greeks, the inhabitants became more civilized, 
they changed its title to that of eimnos, or 
hospitable. 

PopocATAPEiL. A mountain of North America, 
meaning smoking mountain. Popocatapetl is 
17,000 feet high. 

FoBTo Bello is one of the chief ports of South 
America ; and, although it means Jlne harbour^ 
Porto Bello has, firom its great unhealthiness, 
been appropriately styled the "Graye of 
Europeans." 

Pbaibie. The name given by the French (which 
=m6adowJ to those extensive natural meadows 
which stretch along the Mississippi-Missouri. 
According to their peculiar characteristics, 
prairies are (1) heathy and hushy ; (2) dry and 
rolling: and (3) wet. The most common are 
those belonging to the d^ and rolling class; 
and the least numerous, but most fertile^ are 
those of the last-mentioned class* 
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Pbokontosibs are projections of land extending 

into the sea^ and presenting a bolder appearance 

than capes. 
Pboponhs. So called because of its position 

hefore (pro) the Fantus Euxinns. 
Pbttssia. Said to have received its name from 

the Frucii, a people who lived in and about 

what is now denominated Prussia Proper : some, 

however, fanciftdly call it Fo-Eusaia, which = 

near to, or adfoimng, Russia. 
Pu3:k)-Penang. The native name of Prince of 

Wales's Island ; it signifies hetel nut island. 
PxTEBLA. In Mexico. In full, it is written, La 

Fuella de los Angelas, or the town of the angels. 
PuTEOM. A city of Campania, in Italy, about 

eight miles from IS'aples. Futeoli was so named 

either from its wells, or from the stench arising 

from the sulphureous springs. 
Punjab signifies the country of the^tf rivers or 

waters : pur^' meaning ^d. 



Q. 

QuAaMiEE. A quagmire is a quaking or shaking 
hog ; and is one in which the masses or en- 
twined roots, called peat, fioat upon the surface 
of the water I they present such an aspect to 
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the spectator as would lead him to suppose that 
they would support his weight, but engulf all 
who unfortunately attempt to cross them. 

QxiABAirrAKiA. A mountain, between Jerusalem 
and Jericho, which consists of some rocky 
eminences, so very torn and shaken, ''as if the 
earth had suffered some great convulsion in 
which its very bowels had been turned out- 
wards." It is by some supposed to be " the 
wilderness" where, after his baptism. Our 
Blessed Lord " was led up of the spirit to be 
tempted of the devil." Quarantania:=zthe mount 
of the forty days' fast. 

Qttebec either received its name from a district of 
that designation in Erance ; or from Quel-Beo, 
which would naturally be the exclamation of 
the French on their first beholding its beautiful 
scenery. 



E. 

Bace. a violent agitation of the water that is 
occasioned either by a tide-wave washing 
through a narrow channel, over a rocky bot- 
tom, or round a point of land, is denominated a 
race, 

BAKei^. This word^ from the Frenck rat^4^ ^sS^ 



118 THE GEOaBAPBICAL 

implying any thing that is in a line or row^ ii 
chiefly applied to hills or monntainsy the 
general direction of which is that of a row. II 
is not so speciflc a term as chain; for while 
chain is applicable to only mountains or hills is 
a single row ; a range may include several such. 

Eajwabba signifies the country of the Rajpoots i 
from war, iDarra,=a region or country. 

Keefs are rocks forming a group or chain. When 
raised by zoophytes, they are termed coral-reefs, 
or ATOLLS. If reefs run somewhat parallel with 
the coast, and are in proximity with it, they are 
distinguished as fringing -reefs. In the case oi 
reefs lying in such a direction as shall, more oi 
less, impede navigation, or of being some great 
distance from the coast, they are known aa 
harrier-reefs. 

Eeoion. a tract of land or water that has 
features peculiar to it, is caUed a region. Thus 
we speak of a mountainous region, region of per- 
pettial congelation, region of palms, intertropical 
region, fertile region, &c. 

EEIKIA.VIK. The chief town of Iceland. It means 
reek or stream town, and was named after some 
hot springs near it. Eeikiavik is a bishopiick ; 
contains a good public library; has a Boyal 
Society; and possesses an astronomical obser- 
ratoiy. 
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^Heodope. An eicceedingly lofty moimtaiii in 
Thrace, fabled to have received its name from 
Jihodope, the wife of the Thracian king, Haemns, 
who was metamorphosed into a mountain for 
attempting to rival Juno. It is now called 
DeiBpoto Dagh. 

BsoniTS. This island, in the Mediterranean, de- 
rives its name frx)m the Greek rhodony=a rose, 
from the circumstance of its having abounded 
in rosea. Some derive it from Dodanim, other- 
wise Rhodamm. 

Eio Jakeiso. The capital of a maritime province 
of the same name in South America. It implies 
January river. 

Bio Geaitdb no Sol=^^ grand^ or great river of 
the South. It is a maritime province of Brazil. 

Rio GBAi(n)E means the great river. The Rio 
Grande is a river of Africa. 

Rio Gbaitde no Noete. A maritime province of 
Brazil, implying the grand river of the north. 

Rio Kegeo signifies hlach river. 

Rio de La Plata implies tJie river of silver. 

Rio Dolce is the name of a South American river, 
running parallel with the Solado. It means the 
fresh water river. 

RivEB. This term is indiscriminately given to 
streams of the largest and of the smallest size. A 
small river should be termed a rivulet or sfyc^atcM*. 
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BiDGE. A name properly applied ta tlie highest , 
line of a range of hills or mountains ; and, as 
such, may be either horizontal, serrated, or 
undulating. 

EiESEir Gebiboe. A range of mountains between 
Silesia and Bohemia, meaning the gianfa 
mountain. 

Bocks. In Geography, the term rocks is used in 
a more restricted s^ise than in Gbology ; being 
applicable, in the former, only to all hard and 
solid masses comprising the earth's crust. When 
rocky pinnacles just shew themselyes aboye the 
surface of the water, and are at some distance 
from the coast, they are called vegiaa. These 
are very numerous in the I^orth Atlantic 
Ocean. 

EoHE. Four important derivations have been 
given with a view to the explanation of the 
name. (1) The Greek Rome, which=9^myM; 
(2) the old Latin rtma, which=»kimma, or a 
breast (of a she- wolf ) ; (3) Ruma, cognate with 
rA^o,=the ancient name of the Tiber, on 
which Borne stands ; and (4) that which de- 
duces it from Ghroma (the name given to the 
Forum, a point of intersection), and that 
from gromu8f=a harrow ^ or Mllooh 

BoTOiTDO Monte. The highest mountain in the 
island of Coroica, signifying, from its shape, the 
round mountain. 
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. BoTHEBHAKy in Yorkshire^^the home, or dwelling' 
place, on the Bother. 

BoTHEBHiTHE. Prom the Anglo-Saxon hdthe, 
which=a small port, or ha^en. 

Boss. In Scotland ; from the Celtic ro8,^=a prO' 
mantory, or peninsula. 

BocHESTEB signifies the fortified place on iheroehe, 
or rock. 

BoccA. The name given to the Eoch of Lishon. 

BuGBT means the dwelling, or habitation, on the 
rock. It was formerly written Rochehy. 

BuinmcBDE. Supposed to be the mead of the 
Clonncil of the Saxon Rune. Bunnymede is now 
occupied by a race-course, and no memorial 
marks the site where legal goyemment com- 
menced in England. 

BvssiA is said to be derived from the Buotu, or 
Rutziy which z^foreiffnere, or adventurers; and 
is a term which the Finns applied to the Sla- 
vonic occupiers of their aboriginal territory. 

BuTLAim. From the A. S. rute,z=zred: many 
parts of Butlandshire contain red soil. 



S. 

Saitdspit. a promontory of sand jutting out into 

the sea is called a sandspit, or tongue. 
Savaiota, or Savannah, is derived from <a&<MM}i^'<«3c^ 
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Spanish for a sheets and is applied to those 
immense plains of North America through which 
the Mississippi- Missouri rolls its mighty waters, 
and which are generally covered with waving 
herbage, affording abundant pasture for the 
numberless herds of bisons which collect there. 
The French prairie has the same meaning with 
the Spanish aa/vanna, 

Sasdinia. The largest island in the Mediter- 
ranean, being 140 miles long, by 60 broad. It 
was first called Sandaliotis, or Ichnttsa (from the 
Greek ichnos), because of its resemblance to the 
human foot, or sandal; and afterwards, Sar- 
dinia, from Sardm (son of Hercules), who 
settled there with a colony from Libya. 

Samahia. The capital of the kingdom of Israel, 
built by Omri, b. c. 926 ; and made the capital 
in the place of Tirzah. Samaria was bo called 
from Shemer, the person of whom Omri pur- 
chased the ground on which to build the city. 
It was subsequently called * iS^^«i^ by king 
Herod, in honor of AugtLsius, 

Sahaba-bela-ha is the full Arabic title of the 
great African desert, meaning the desert without 
water. The Sahara is also called Baha-hela-ma. 
which=^A^ ocean without water. In this vast 
desert the eye often meets with nothing, for 
leagues and leagues, but sand ; sometimes level. 
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and sometimes in hillocks. If this scene he 
changed, it is for one of naked rocky tracts. 

Saeon. a very fertile district of Palestine, the 
beauty and fruitfulness of which have rendered 
it proverbial. Baron iaea,na plain field. It will 
probably be remembered that it was the people 
of this district, who, seeing the cure of .ZBneas 
by St. Peter, were so astonished, that they " all 
turned to the Lord." 

San Saxvadob is a name frequently met with in 
the topography of South America, and signifies 
Sblt/ Saviour. 

Santa Fe de Bogota. The capital of New Grranada, 
9,000 feet high. 8a/nto Fe means Soly faith; 
and de Boffotd, which=q/ Bogota, is attached to 
distinguish it from other towns in South 
America named Santa Fe. 

Sandwich Islands. These islands were so named 
after Lord Sandwich, the first lord of the 
Admiralty, who sent out Captain Cook, their 
discoverer. 

Santiago. The capital of Chili, in South America. 
It signifies St. James, and was named after the 
patron Saint of Spain. 

ScHAPPHAiTSEN. A cantou of Switzerland, deriv- 
ing its designation from the German 8chzff,=^a 
shi2f,+ham,z=:a house, Schaffhausen stands on 
the river Bhine. 
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SHELTora. A term wHch, when applied to the 
shore, implies that it ascends from the sea, and 
passes it at such an extremely low angle, that 
ships of great size cannot approach without 
touching the bottom. "When bestowed upon 
rocks, the epithet signifies that their slope is 
exceedingly gradual. 

Sheopshise ; for Shrewshuryshire ; from the A. S. 
8orohly'='a Bhrubf+hurhy-=.a toum. 

Sheffield. So called because situated on the 
Sheqff a small stream which joins the Don, at 
Sheffield. 

Shan-see. In China. Shan-see is derived fr*om 
8han,=a mountain,+8ee,=we8t ; and means to 
the west of the mountain, SJutn-tunp, in like 
manner, =:^ the east of the mountain ; tung sig- 
nifying easU 

Shako. This term is given to an immense region 
(two-and-a-half times the size of France, with 
a mean elevation of 4,000 feet) which stretches 
from the soiLrces of the Amour, through Mon- 
golia, into Little Bokhara and Thibet. Although 
designated a desert, it must not be understood 
that any thing like the whole of it is a barren 
tract. In it are some excellent pasture-lands. 
Shamo, which refers, properly speaking, to 
only a part of this great desert (which is called 
Go1n,^=»dked desert), means the sea of sand. 
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OoJn is the Mongol, and Shamo the Chinese, 
epithet. Other Chinese names are given to this 

' peat desert; viz., Schaho, or the sand rvoer ; and 
Han-hai, the dry sea, 

Shat £l Abab means the river of Arabia, The 
Shat el Arab is the river formed by the junction 
of the Euphrates and Tigris. Shat is applied 
by the Arabs to that part of a river subject to 
inundations. 

Shire. From the A. S. 8ciranf=zto etd, or io 
divide. It signifies the same as county, and is 
the largest political division of land in England. 
From the word shire, the sheriff took his title; 
being the reeve or steioard of the shire. England 
was probably divided into shires and hundreds 
before, and not duriug, the time of Alfred. 

Bhoreham. Signifies the home or dwelling on the 
shore (in Sussex). 

SiPONTiUM. A maritime district of the ancient 
Apulia. It is said to have obtained its name in 
consequence of the cuttle-fish (sepiaj found on 
its shore. 

SiCANiA. A designation by which Sicily was 
anciently known, given on account of the Sicani 
passing into it from Italy. It was afterwards 
named Sioilia, from the Siculi, a people who 
also passed over from Italy, and who drove the 
Bicani into the western extremity of the island. 
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In consequence of its triangular form, Sicily was 
also called IVinacria, and Triqmtra ; and owing 
to its extreme fertility, it has been denominated 
the granary of the Romans. 

SiNOAPOOB, or Singapoora, signifies the Uon^a toum, 
or city. The town of Singapore gives name to 
the island of the same name, and which is 
called by the natives U)'ong Tanna,=iLand^8 
End. 

Si-KiAiTG. A river of China, signifying, in the 
language of that country, ^^orZ river; hiang 
meaning river. 

SiEBBA Leone. Signifies liotCs hiU. Erom its 
extreme unhealthiness to Europeans, it is 
frequently styled ** the white man^s grave." 

SiEBBA. MoBENA. An important chain of moun- 
tains in " the peninsula," the name of which= 
the block mountains. In Spain, ranges of heights 
are termed sierra, and, in Portugal, serra, 
because of the saw-like appearance of the 
mountains to which the term is applied. Both 
sierra and serra are from the Latin serra,:=a saw. 

SiEBBA. DE Guadalupe. Also in Spain. Itz^the 
mountain range of Guadalupe. 

SiEBBA ^BVADiL^rzthe snotvy range. The name is 
very appropriate, all the summits in this range, 
above 10,000 feet, being covered with perpetual 
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SiEEBA Madbe. a range in North America, 

meaning the mother range. 
SiEKEiiL Yebdb. Also a Forth American line of 

heights, signifying the green range. 
SiBEBiA. This dresuy region received its name 

jBrom Sihirf once the capital, on the Irtish, of a 

petty Tartar state. 
Skibts are the extreme edges of any natural 

feature on the earth's surface. 
Sleswick. a division of Denmark, also called 

SehUswig, from its being situated on the Schley. 
Snowdoh" implies the mow hill; from the A. S. 

(^n,=a hill. 
SNAFELL=«not£; hill or mountain, Snafell is the 

highest mountain in Iceland. 
SKEEtrwBEBaEN. The Dutch title given to the 

Snow Mountains, in Cape Colony. 
SiJiEEHATTEN'. A mountain in the Scandinavian 

peninsula, above 8,000 feet high. Sneehatten^=. 

mow hat. 
Soxhtd. An arm of the sea, either as an inlet, 

or as a channel or strait. The Norton Sound, 

on the north-^est coast of America, is an inlet. 

As applied to a channel or strait, may be in- 
stanced the Sound of Mull. 
SouBCB. Derived from the Latin 8urgo,:=io rise, 

and signifies the origin of a river. It is often 

hard to determine which is the true aousc^ 
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when a river owes its origin to many streamlets. 
It does not always follow that the true source 
is that which is farthest from the embouchure, 
nor that which famishes the largest quantity 
of water to the parent stream. 

SoNDENPiELDS. One of the principal districts of 
Norway, comprising the provinces of Aggerhaus 
or Christiania, and Ghristiansand. It means 
the southern range of hilU. 

SoENDENTiELDS. A political division of Sweden, 
signifying, like Sondenfields, the southern range 
of hills. 

SoLADO. A river in South America, running 
parallel with the Eio Dolce. Solado'=saU. 

SoxTTHAHFTON. Signifies the dwelling town in the 
south. Opposed to Noethampton. 

Spitzbebgen. Four desolate islands to the north 
of Eussia, discovered by Sir Hugh Willoughby, 
in 1533. Spit%hergen=:peaked mountains. 

Spring. This name is applied to water coming 
from the interior to the surface of the earth. 
Springs are either perennial or constant, and 
intermittent or intercalary. 

Spoeades. That portion of Insidar Greece which 
includes the scattered islands intermingled with, 
and lying around, the Cyclades. The term is 
deiired from the Greek speird, which=:^ scatter. 
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The Sporades are divided into the Western and 
the Northern, 



WXSTESN. 


NOBTHKKlf. 


(1) Hydra. 


(1) Scopdos. 


(2) Speggia. 


(2) Kilidromi. 


(S)^gina. 


(S) SkiathM. 


(4)Poro8. 


(4)SkyroB. 


(5) Salamis. 




(6) Angistri. 




Spithead. So named from the sand-bank called 



the spit. 
Steppes is a name applied to those level wastes 
in the south of Bnssia resembling in character 
the French landes, and the German heaths. The 
word steppe f which is a specific term, is nothing 
more than the Eussian step^^a desert, or level 
waste. The steppes extend from the Dnieper, 
north of the Black and Caspian Seas, into Asia, 
and comprise the whole of its north-western 
regions. They present various features on a 
minor scale, in different parts; but, generally 
speaking, exhibit a monotonous aspect very 
unreHeving to the eye of the traveller. The 
steppes, nevertheless, afford, in many parts, 
good and abundant pasturage to the extensive 
herds of the nomadic tribes of liTorthem Asia. 
Some of the steppes are barren sands very 
largely impregnated with saUne matter, and 
yielding a few saline plants; while others 
produce a great quantity of rank grass, which, 
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notwithstanding, are capable of being rendered 
very fertile by cultivation : others, again, suffer 
much from drought; and another class are 
mal-affected by a super-abundance of moisture. 

Sthaits. Although this word is usually written 
in the plural number, yet we are at a loss to 
account for the fact. The term strait is applied 
to a certain arm of the sea, and differs from a 
CHANifEL in being of comparative diminutiveness. 
Strait is probably derived from the old Erench 
adjective estroitf-=narrow. 

Steeam. a generic epithet, including rivers, 
TiTdsts (or little rivers), streams, streamZ^^ (or 
little streams), &c. 

Stbongyle. One of the Lipari Isles, so called by 
the Greeks from its round shape. It was ce- 
lebrated for its wonderful volcano. 

Stambottl. The Turks call Constantinople by this 
name, a corruption of the modem Greek phrase 
is tan poUn, or ffoin^ into the city. 

Stettijee-Hapf. In Prussia; and signifies the 
haven or hay of Stettin, a town in Prussia. 

Steasbttbg. An important city of France, and the 
capital of the department of the Lower Ehine. 
It comes from the German strasse^^iza way, or, 
road,-\'hurg,'=^a totvn; and was so named be- 
cause situated on the Itoman road. 

Strath. An Anglo-Saxon word, cognate with 
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street, and mesLningahroad-tva^; and generally 
a broad valley through which a river flows : e. g. 
StrathmoTQ, 8trat?iclyde, StrathtsLj, &c. 

Staffoed. From the A. 8. 8iaef,=u$ 8taff,+ford 
(from faran, :=zto go) . 

Staines. In Middlesex ; from the A. S. 8tan,=^ 
a atone. It was so named from a boundary-stone 
placed there to denote the extent of the juris- 
diction laid claim to by the Corporation of 
London. 

Stantobt-Deew. a village in Somersetshire, fa- 
mous for a stone monument of the Druids not 
very unlike the ^S^t^^henge in Wiltshire. 

Sttpeeioe Lake. Signifies the Upper Lake. 

SuBiNAH. In South America; named after the 
river on which it stands. 

SuEE is a name given to waves that break upon a 
flat shore. 

SusA. A celebrated city of the ancient Persia, 
where, during the winter months, the kings of 
Persia resided, because the climate was warmer 
there than elsewhere. It is said to have derived 
its name from the number of lilies which were 
abundant in the neighbourhood. Shitshan, in 
the Persian language, =a lily. 

SuEEEY means the south kingdom ; from the A. S. 
««^A,=«OM<A,-|-n<?a,=a kingdom. Or else it was 
BO named from its position with reference to 
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the wat^ of the Thames ; ea, A. S., meaning 
an island near the water, 

SnssEx=the kingdom of the South Saxons, 

SuBLDCB PoBTE (or GateJ is the common title given 
to the principal gate of the Turkish imperial 
residence. 

Swash. The name applied to a deep cliannel in 
a bank or shoal. 

SwnzESLAin) signifies the land of the Schmturs or 
Swiss. 

Sybll. Said to have derived its name from Sora, 
or Tyre, It is known in the Bible as Aram ; 
by Europeans, as Syria ; and by the Asiatics it 
is called Belad el Sham^ or the country to the 
left. When the Mohammedans of Mecca direct 
their faces to the rising sun, while at their 
devotions, Syria is to their left, 

Syetes. Two gulfs on the north coast of Africa, 
one called the Syrtis Major (now the Gulf of 
Sidra), and the other Syrtis Minor (now the 
Gulf of Cabes). The word syrtis is derived from 
the Greek surein^ and refers to the effect pro- 
duced by the winds and waves on the quick- 
sands in these gul&. 



T. 

Tattbtjs. The etvmon Taurus=:mountain. Taurus 
is more particularly applied to a chain of emi^* 
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nences which bounded the ancient Cilicia on 
the north. The Tauri received their name be- 
cause they were dwellers among the mountains. 

Tasmania. Another name for Van Diemen's 
Land; and so called because discovered^ in 
1642, by TasmaHf a Dutchman. 

Taxtnton. a popidous (own in Somersetshire, 
situated on the river Tonef which runs through 
the beautiful Vale of the Tone. 

Tacazze. An African stream, signifying river. 

Tabebah. One of the stations of the Israelites on 
their journey to the Promised Land, and so 
named on account of the chastisement that their 
murmurings, at the hardships and fatigue they 
endured, called forth, when the Lord caused 
fire to break forth and rage among the tents 
and outskirts of the camp with great rigour. 
Taherah, a name given in consequence of this 
event, signifies hwrning. 

Teddington. a village in Middlesex, on the 
Thames. It signifies the tide toton, and was 
formerly called Tydington, because the tide 
reached thus far. 

Theacia. a European country of antiquity, 
fabled to have derived its name from Thrax, the 
son of Mars ; but the later Greek writers assert 
that it comes from tracheiay denoting, in their 
language, rough ; and supposed that it was so 
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named in reference to its mountainous characte 
With more probability, however, Thracia 
derived from TiraZy or Thiraz, son of Japbeth. 

TiiEBHOPYLiEs was a celebrated pass leading firo 
Locris and Phocis into Thessaly, and so desij 
nated in allusion to the hot baths in the neigl 
bourhood. Thermos (Greek)=Ao^,+^?w/^=ya^ 

TmAN Chait or Shan, Mountains in China ; fro 
thian, =u}elestial, +8han, =a mountain. 

Thanaai^-abbite. The capital of Madagasca 
signifying a thousand villages ; from tanaany 
a viUagef+arriver,'=ui thousand. 

Thttrgatj. a canton of Switzerland, implying t 
country of the river Thttr ; as AjLBGtA.vz=that 
the river Aar. Qau (German)=:a district 
country. 

TiBEBiAs. A city of Galilee, on the western sho 
of the Lake of Tiberias. Both the town ai 
the lake were so named in honor of Tiheri 
Casar by Herod Antipas. 

TiEBBA. DEL FiTEGo. I^amed either in consequen 
of the fires made by the natives ; or from i 
active volcanoes. Tierra del Fuegoz=:ihe land 
fi/re. 

[The stirface of Tierra del Fuego is moontainoas, and its climi 
misty, and excessiyely rainy and stormy.] 

TiEEEA DE Santa Cetjz. The name given 
Brazil when discovered by Cabral, in 1500. 
szthe land of the Holy Cross. 
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TiGBis. Derived from a Median word wliich= 
an arrow ; — its current being extremely rapid. 

Tonga-taboo. In Polynesia; implying the sacred 
island. 

Tomsk. In Siberia ; a town standing on the river 
Tom^ an affluent of the Obi. 

Tobolsk. Also in Siberia, on the Irtish, near its 
confluence with the TohoL Tobolsk is the 
capital of Asiatic Eussia, or Siberia. 

ToEBEs' Stbait. Named after Torres (an officer 
under Magellan), who was the flrst to pass 
through these straits, which lie between New 
Guinea and Australia. 

Tbiphylia. a division of the ancient Elis, in 
Greece, which is said to have obtained its name 
either from, an Arcadian prince, IVtjphi/ltM, or 
from its people who sprang from three different 
tribes ; viz., the Epeans, Elians, and Arcadians. 

Teot. Derived from Tiraz, the son of Japheth, 
whom the Trojans affirmed to be their king and 
progenitor. 

Tbipolis. a region of Africa, between the two 
Syrtes. It=the three cities, because it cen- 
tred the three principal cities of Oea, Sabrata, 
and Leptis Magni, all of which were of Cartha- 
ginian origin. Tripolis was also the name of a 
maritime city of Syria, from the circumstance 
of Tyre, Sidon, and Aradus having each sent a 
colony thither. 
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Tmtonis. The name of a lake and river of Africa, 
near which Minerva had a temple, whence it 
was snmamed Tritonia, The truer etymology 
of the word, however, is that which deduces it 
from the Greek tritOf=:a head, in reference to 
Minerva having sprung from the head of Jupiter. 
Athens was also designated IHtonis, because 
dedicated to Minerva. 

•TErBTTTABT. Any stream which, directly or indi- 
rectly, furnishes water to another stream, is 
said to be a trihutary of it. An affluent is, oi 
necessity, a tributary, but it does not neces- 
sarily foUow that a triubutary is an affluent. 
For instance, the Wabash, in North America, 
sends its waters into the Ohio, and the Ohio its 
waters into the Mississippi: the Wabash is, 
therefore, an affluent of the Ohio, and this 
latter an affluent of the Mississippi. But we 
shoidd not say that the Wabash is an affluent, 
but a tributary, of the Mississippi. Trihutary 
is from the Latin trihuo,^=to give, 

TuEBisoND. A city, anciently called Trapetui, oi 
Asia Minor, and a considerable port on the 
Black Sea. Its shape is that of a parallelo- 
gram, or the Greek trapesua : hence its name. 

Tbdodad. One of the West India Islands, so 
named because discovered by Columbus on hii 
^^^rd voyage from Spain ; or from three momi' 
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tains being the first land there seen by him. 

[Trinidad is remarkable for its Fitch Lake, supplied, probably, by 
bituminous springs.] 

Teistait da Cunha. a group of three islands 

in the South Atlantic, which bear the name of 

their Portuguese discoverer. 
TBENTHAM=the homs or dwelling place on the 

Trmt. 
Tbonthehc. a city, otherwise called Drontheimy 

of Norway, signifying the home of the throne 

or court. 
TuBKESTAN. A country of Asia, often called 

Independent Tartary. Turke8tan=:^i^e land or 

country of the Turks. 



^>^MWOM»»»*»»MM^MMM»»»^<»<»^»WMMWWWWMM% 



TJ. - 

TTnteb-walden. One of the Swiss cantons, de- 
rived from the German unter,^=under,+wald, 
T=a wood. It is still called o. forest canton. 

UsBECKSTAK. A divisiou of Turkestan, signifying 
the land of the Ushecks, 

V. 

Valley. Valleys are (1) longitttdinal, when they 
run in the direction; or nearly so, of the chain 
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to which they belong; or (2) transverse, in 
which case their general direction is more or 
less perpendicular to the chain from which 
they descend. Principal yalleys are such as, 
whether longitudinal or transyerse, receiye other 
lateral, but inferior, yaUeys. 

Yan Diemek's Laih). So named in honor of 
Van Diemen, the goyemor of Batayia, and 
goyemor-general of the Dutch East Indies. 
It was so called by Taaman, who was liberally 
supported by Yan Diemen. 

Yancotttbb's Island. The largest island off the 
west coast of North America, so called from 
the celebrated nayigator of that name. 

Yebde. a celebrated cape of Africa, named so 
from the verdu/rey consisting chiefly of palm- 
trees, which clothes it. The Cape Verde Islands, 
ten in number, receiye their name from their 
position off Cape Verde. 

Yeemont. One of the ISTew England (TJ. S.) states, 
which receiyed its title from the verdure or 
greenness of its hills ; from the French verd, 
-rrgreen, +mont, =« mountain, 

Yenezuela. Signifies Little Venice; and was 
so called by the Spaniards, who, when they 
beheld the Indian yillages erected on piles in 
Lake Maracaybo, thought it resembled Venice, 

Villa. Mica. A chief town of Brazil, meaning 
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the fieh town / Vtlla, = town, + Riea, =^Hch. 
Villa Bella, another important town of Brazil, 
signifies beautiful town. 

ViCTOMA JjAjstd. Discovered by a British expe- 
dition in 1840, and designated in honor of our 
present Majesty, Queen Victoria, 

VrBiOTA. So called from the Wien (pronounced 
Vien), a small river on which a portion of it 
stands. 

Yiso. A mountain in the Alps, forming the 
point of separation between the Maritime and 
the Cottian Alps. The word Visa implies that 
it is visible from an immense distance. 

ViEGiNiA. Virginia (U. S.) received its name in 
honor of the virgin queen, Elizabeth. 

VoEDEE Ehine. Applies to that part of the 
Bhine in front of the BEdttes Bhine. 



W. 



"Wales signifies the foreign country. The Saxons 

called the British whom they repelled thither 

WeUh or foreigners ; and their country Wales, 

Some were also driven to QomwaM, WaUi=- 

foreign, 

Waswicb:. The war town, Warwick was for- 
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merly nsed as a place in whicb to stow imple- 
ments of wwr^ &c.y and was, consequently, one 
of the most fortified towns in England. 

WALTB:Aic=thLe dweXUng or hme in the wood, 

Walihamstow. The hofne-stead or place in the 
wood. It comes from the A. S. wald,:=a wood 
(hence also weald), or fore»t,'\'ham,:=hamef'\' 
stow,:=a place, 

Watebshed. a watershed is a ridge line formed 
by the intersection of slopes sending their 
water in opposite directions. Watershed is 
derived from the A. S. seeadany^=to divide, 

West Indies. This name was given to these 
islands by Colnmbns, because he had been 
travelling in a westerly direction when he dis- 
covered them. 

WrLTSHTRE. Named from JFtlton, a town (formerly 
of great importance) on the Wiley, It is a 
contraction of Wiltonshire, 

Whtdwabd Islaio)s. A name applied to certain 
of the West Indies that lie towards the (east) 
wind, 

Wobstead. a village in Norfolk, deriving its 
name from the A. S. worthy'^za farm or village, 
+8tede,=a place. It gives name to a kind of 
spun wool, termed worsted. 
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T. 

Yablonnoi. a range of mountaiiis in Asia, the 

name of which^mountains of apples. 
YANG-TSE-KEAi^a. This name is given to a famous 

river of China ; and signifies the river of the 

sea of the ocean, 
Yemen. One of the political divisions of Arabia, 

meaning the sotUh, 

Yobs. Called in A. S. Eurewie ; i. e., the Ure 
wicy or vicm ; or the place on that part of the 
river now called the Ouse. York is a contracted 
form of Uurewio. 
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AN APPENDIX,- 

BEING 

A LIST OF-IMPOETANT ROOTS, 

CHIE7LT ANQLO-SAXON AND CBLTIC. 

Ab (A.S.=a contraction of abbey y and generally denoting tliat 
an abbey or monastery formerly existed there ; as, ^ding- 
don, Yi\ii{^^ Abbey Town. 

Aber (C.) used by the second migration of Celts,=^M^ motUh 
of a river ; as .^f^^rdeen, -ii^rgavenny, -ii^rystwith. The 
same as Inyeb, used by the first migration.. 

Ac (A. S.) =an oak ; as, ^^rton ; Aucklzn'Si, 

Alp {C)=kigh. Firom the Greek alphos,=^toMte, "The 
Alps " are covered with snow, and present, conseqaently, a 
white appearance. 

Al (A. S.)=olds as, uf^orongh {=Old Town). Al (Ara- 
bic) =^A^; as, ^/geziras, in Spain. 

AsT (Basqae)=d( rock; as, AsfunBS (=:a rocky province 
of Spain). 

Athel (A. S.)'=noble; BSfAtkelnejf (=an island in Somerset- 
shire, in which Alfred and his nobles concealed themselves). 

Avon (C.)=« river, or water. This explains why so many 
English streams are named Avon. We generally find that 
all names of natural objects in England, as rivers, hills, &c., 
are Celtic. Nen is a corruption of Avon, 

Bahb (Arabic) =*tftf; as, Bahr Lut (»=the sea of Lot). 
Beck (A. S.)=d^ brook; as, y^^beck. It becomes bach in 

South Germany, &c., as, Schwal^o^^. Tn Wales, hach=^ 

little ; as Penmaen^o^^ (=head of little rock). 
Ben. Derived from the Celtic beann,~a hill, or promontory: 

as Ben Lomond. It is the same as sliebh. 
^EL=the mouth of a river ; as, Belfast. 
BEB.Q=a hill; and is from the A. S. beory, the root of which 

IB, in all probability, the Greek purgOs. Bury and Borough 
also come from the same root. This distinctioi^ mast. 
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however, be borne in mind : — ^wben spelt with u (b«rg) it 
=a city, or town (as, Edind«r^^, or Edwin's Tovm) ; and 
when with an e (b^g), it=dr hill, Brough is, by the 
metathesis of the r, obvionsly the same as burgh, 

BoTL (A. S.) =an abode ; as, Bothif€ll (=the abode near the 
well or brook of the Clyde). 

Brad {A..^.)=hroad ; as, Brad^xxan {=broad stream. 

Brio, or Brix (A. S.)=« bridge; as, Cambridge i Brueton. 

BuRNE {A. S.)=a stream, or brook; as, St. Ma]*y4e*d(m^, 
=St. Mary's at the Bourne ; AMerbum, 

By, or Bye,=« dwelling ; as, New^y (=New^(?«w); JkiEibigh, 

Car, or Caer ; from the Celtic cathair,=a fortified place; 

and that from the Latin castra,=a camp; as, Carhaie; 

Cardiff; Carnarvon; laaicaster', Colchester', &c. 
Cat {Germsiii)= Goth ; as, C^^alonia,=^(7MlAnd. 
Ceap {A.S.)=saleable goods, cattle, &c.; as, CheapAde; 

C^t^penham ; &c. Hence, likewise, our words shop, cheap, 

&c. 
CoLN ; from the Latin colonia,=a colony ; as, Lin^0^». 
Comb {A. S.)=a valley ; as, yfjcombe ; Ci7(M«3-Basset. 
Craio; from the Celtic carrig,=a rock; as, Carrici-on- 

Soir; &c. 

Dagh, Tagh, and TAU=flr hiU, 

DAi.E=the Danish dal, and the German thai, which«=a 

valley, or vale; as, AYondale; Do/^carlia; Fredericks^Aa/; 

Aixmdel; &c. 
Den ; from the A. S. denu,—a valley; as, D^bigh. (See By.) 
Derrt ; from the Lish doire,=an oak; and tiiat from the 

Greek drus, 
DuBH {C.)=black ; as, Dublin.; Dougl&a, 
DuN=a hill, or fort ; as, The JDotons ; Croydon ; Dumfries ; 

Dz^nkeld; Lon^^. 

Ea, or Ey (A. S.)=a5« island; from ea,==iDater ; as, Jersey; 

Guerns^; Aldem^; Orkney; Angles^a. 
Efesb {A.S.)=brim, or brink; as, JEV^^ham (=the home 

on the brink of the river— Stratford AvonV 
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FL=the Latin vallit,=a valley. This fonn is to be found 

in Italy ; as, i^orence, situated in the valley of the river 

Arno. 
Fleot (A. S.)=a river; as, i^/^^^ (Lincolnshire) ; North- 
fleet; &c. In Normandy we iind the Jbreuch iotmjleur ; as, 

W^LvJleur. 
Ford (A. S.), from farant=to go : as, Oxford (=the/(7;rfof 

Oxen). Ford is the same with Firthy in Scotland ; Jiordy 

in Norway, Denmark, and Sweden ; and/wr^A, in Southern 

Grermany (as 'Sirfurth), 
Foss (Latin) =« ditchy or dyke; or simply that which is 

dug or hollowed out by digging. 

Gall (C.) maj^toestem; as, Gaul; Wales; Cormoall; 

Oalwaj ; Donegal; &c. 
GuAD ; from the Arabic ioady,=ia river-course ; as, Guadi- 

ana (which, however, is only half Arabic, AnaSy the latter 

part of the name, being the ancient designation of the 

river); QiMuUXt^wvc ', &c. 

Ham (A. ^)=^home, with which word it is cognate. Ham 
(A. S.) was pronounced as if written hatom, the A. S. a, 
at one period at least, having been sounded aio. In com- 
position it takes the forms of ham (as in FuUam) ; Jiem 
{AmhenC) ; um (Boche^m) ; and heim (as found in South 
Germany). Ham, with its cognate equivalents, enters very 
largely into the composition of geographical nomenclatures. 

HiTHE (A. S.)=a port, or haven; as Hythe ; Qreenhithe; 
Lamb^M (or Lamb^^V^). 

Hleaw (A. S.)=a tract (^gently risitig ground; as, Houns- 
low. (See HuND.) 

Holm (A.S.)=a river island; as, Stock^^m. (See Stoc.) 

Holt (A. S.)=« «?oorf; found in Northern Grermany: — ^in 
Southern Germany it becomes holz (pronounced holts). 

HuND (A. S.)=a dog ; as, Hounslo^. (See Hleaw.) 

HuBST (A. S.)=« wood, or forest; as, Ven&hurst (=the 
Aur^, or forest ^ oa the pen, or hili\. 
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In, or Ino (A. S.)=afieldy or meadow ; as, Read/»^. 
Iny£b {C.)='ihe mouth of a river, (See Abeb.) 

Ken, or Kin ; from the Celtic ceann,=a head, or headland; 

as, JTmross (»>tlLe head of the peninsula) ; Kenmovt (= 

the great head) ; Kent ; &c. 
Kara (Turkish) >»3/a<r^; as, JT^^rodagh (= black mountain) ; 

Karah&ugh. (=» black garden). 
KiL ; from the Celtic cill, and that from the Latin cella,== 

a cell, or, more properly, a sainfs \cell ; as, JK/patrick 

(= Patrick's church). The Cellt of Ireland are the Kirks 

of Scotland. 

LiN, or Ltn (C.)=a deep pooh, as, JDtncoln j Dub/£». 

More ; from the Celtic mor ; found, in Wales, under the 

form of mawr ; and means great ; as, QlGomore ; Pen- 

raSiRTimator (=the head of the great rock). 
Maen=« stone, or rock , as, Penirs^s^nmawr (q. vid.). 
Mere (A. S.)=a lake, or marsh-, and is fix>m the Latin 

mare. Hence, Mers(sy, &c. 
Minster (A.S.)=« monastery ; as, "Westminster ; Axminster; 
' &c. 
Mull ; from the Celtic maol,=a bare head ; as, the iif»// of 

Cantyre. 

Ness ; from the A. S. nasse, and that from the Latin nasus, 
=a nose. Hence, Dungeness; "The Naze;" &c. 

Nether ; from the A. S. nyther,= downward ; as. Nether^ 
lands ; Netherhj. 

NoRD (A. S)=»(7rM; as, JVbrfolk; iVbrway; Nordkjn. 

Boss ; from the Celtic ros,=a promontory ; as, 5c?« ; BoX' 
burgh ; &c. 

ScROBB (A. S.)=« shrub; as, 5Ar(7p8hire; Shrewshxuj. 
Stan (A. S.)~tf *^o»^; as, Staines; Stanton-Drew ; Stone- 
henge. Hence, also, Frankeiu^^», &c., on the continents 
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Stead, or Stede {A^S.)'='a place; as, Hsmpttead. In 
Northern Germany, it is written sted; in Southern, stadi. 

Stoc, or Stow (A.S.)=« place; as, Yfoodjstoei; SlokC' 
Pogis; Oiti^How; &c. 

SuD, or SuTH {k,S)=south; as, SufidSt; Sudhvacy. 

Thorp (A. S.)=« village; as. Thorp ; Altharp (=01d nUage), 
In Northern Germany, it is snbstitat^ by trup ; in 
Southern, it is replaced by dorf, 

Tom ; from the A. S. tynan,=to enclose, or to hedge or waU 
in ; as, Sut^<?» (»the south enclosure), &c. 

Wald, or Weald (A. S.)=« toood, wold, or wUd; as, "The 

Weald;" Cotstoold; Six, 
Wic (A. S.)=a town; from the Latin vieus; as, AlnK^J^; 

GreeuMTM;^ ; Danish (the toum of the Danes). 
Worth (A. S )=^a farm, village, or tovm ; as, Wandstew^A 

(=the town on the Wandel). 



the end. 
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